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This time of the 

year, you will 
probably receive 
some gifts from 
family, friends, 
or co-workers.  
Over time, most, 
if not all of those 
gifts, will go out 
of style, break, 
or just wear 

away.   God gives a gift that is not 
earthly but everlasting.  In our 
Christmas  edition, I want to write on: 
“The Gift That Keeps On Giving.”    
 

IT IS A PRESENT  
 
Jesus’ gift of eternal life is like any 
present, it is free: “For by grace are ye 
saved through faith; and that not of 
yourse lves :  i t  i s  the  g i f t  o f 
God” (Ephesians 2:8).  You just have 
to receive it: “But as many as received 
him, to them gave he power to become 
the sons of God, even to them that 
believe on his name” (John 1:12).  
This present is perfect.  James 1:17 
says, “Every good gift and every 
perfect gift is from above, and cometh 
down from the father of lights.”  It is 
perfect because of what it does: “The 
law of the LORD is perfect, converting 
the soul: the testimony of the LORD is 
sure, making wise the simple” (Psalm 
19:7).  It is perfect because of how long 

it lasts: “The gift of God is eternal life 
t h r o u g h  J e s u s  C h r i s t  o u r 
Lord” (Romans 6:23).   
 
This gift keeps on giving in that it not 
only gives life here but in the 
hereafter: “Then Peter began to say 
unto him, Lo, we have left all, and 
have followed thee. And Jesus 
answered and said, Verily I say unto 
you, There is no man that hath left 
house, or brethren, or sisters, or 
father, or mother, or wife, or children, 
or lands, for my sake, and the 
gospel's, But he shall receive an 
hundredfold now in this time, houses, 
and brethren, and sisters, and 
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mothers, and children, and lands, with 
persecutions; and in the world to come 
eternal life” (Mark 10:28-30). 
 

IT IS A PROMISE 
 
Man is a promise breaker – it happens 
in families, marriages, among friends.  
Man is well intended many times, but 
man cannot be trusted to keep a 
promise.  God’s gift is sure.  The Bible 
is often called the promise book.  Titus 
1:1-2 “Acknowledging of the truth 
which is after godliness; in hope of 
eternal life, which God, that cannot lie, 
promised before the world began.”  
Paul emphasized this with Timothy: 
“Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the 
will of God, according to the promise 
of life which is in Christ Jesus” (2 
Timothy 1:1).  The Apostle John wrote: 
“and this is the promise that he hath 
promised us, even eternal life” (1 John 
2:25).  If you’ll receive the gift of God 
and be saved, you’ll not have to hope 
or guess you will go to heaven, you can 

“Which hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and stedfast…” Hebrews 6:19 
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know it!  God has given His word.  The 
Apostle Peter said so: “The Lord is not 
slack concerning his promise, as some 
men count slackness, but is long 
suffering to usward, not willing that 
any should perish but that all should 
come to repentance” (2 Peter 3:9).  
God’s promises keep on giving.  
Through every  tragedy, tribulation, 
trouble, testing or trial – you can never 
use up any of God’s promises!  Count 
on them.  They give hope, assurance, 
comfort, counsel, assistance, grace, 
mercy, and peace! 
 

IT IS A PROTECTION 
 
By receiving God’s gift of salvation, a 
Christian is protected.  Salvation is a 
life insurance policy.  It protects against 
fire, eternal fire: Romans 6:23, “the 
wages of sin is death”; Ezekiel 18:4, 
“the soul that sinneth, it shall die”; 
Psalm 9:17, “the wicked shall be 
turned into hell”; Matthew 25:41, 
“Then shall he say also unto them on 
the left hand, Depart from me, ye 
cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared 
for the devil and his angels.” Jesus 
publicly proclaimed this policy: “Verily, 
verily, I say unto you, He that heareth 
my word, and believeth on him that 
sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall 
not come into condemnation; but is 
passed from death unto life” (John 
5:24).   
 
Salvation also protects against the 
enemies of this life: “Ye are of God, 
little children, and have them: because 
greater is he that is in you, than he that 
is in the world” (1 John 4:4).  Jesus 
said this to His disciples, “These things 
I have spoken unto you, that in me ye 
might have peace.  In the world ye 
shall have tribulation: but be of good 

cheer; I have overcome the 
world” (John 16:33).  Most earthly 
insurance policies have a renewal 
date and specify exemptions to the 
policy but the Lord’s policy keeps on 
giving as it protects against all 
opposition and adversaries.   
 
Jesus takes care of us, like He does 
His creation: “Consider the ravens: 
for they neither sow nor reap; which 
neither have storehouse nor barn; 
and God feedeth them: how much 
more are ye better than the fowls? 
And which of you with taking 
thought can add to his stature one 
cubit? If ye then be not able to do 
that thing which is least, why take ye 
thought for the rest? Consider the 
lilies how they grow: they toil not, 
they spin not; and yet I say unto you, 
that Solomon in all his glory was not 
arrayed like one of these. If then God 
so clothe the grass, which is to day in 
the field, and to morrow is cast into 
the oven; how much more will he 
c lothe you,  O ye of l i t t le 
faith?” (Luke 12:24-28).   
 
Jesus summed up God’s protection 
policy in John 10:28-29: “And I give 
unto them eternal life; and they shall 
never perish, neither shall any man 
pluck them out of my hand.  My 
Father, which gave them me, is 
greater than all; and no man is able 
to pluck them out of my Father's 
hand.” 
 
This Christmas season, be sure you 
have received this gift that keeps on 
giving.  It has your name on it.  You’ll 
never be offered a greater, more 
enduring gift.  It was very expensive; 
it cost Christ His life.  But it is offered 
to you free.  Don’t decline it, doubt it, 

or delay in receiving it.  It’s a present 
that must be received!  It’s a gift that 
comes with promises and protection.  
Throughout this life, this gift will 
continually give to you because it is the 
perfect gift. 
 
 

YOUTH CORNER 
Pastor James Hird 

 
In The Bleak Midwinter 

 

As we approach this Christmas 

season, one of my favourite Christmas 
hymns is “In the Bleak Midwinter”. It is 
an eerie song that conjures thoughts 
about what that first Christmas would 
have been like. The author, Christina 
Georgiana Rossetti, expresses her 
thoughts surrounding the birth of 
Christ. She paints a world that is dreary 
and desolate, describing the British 
winters that she experienced. When I 
think about this song, I think about the 
world we live in today.  
 
We live in a world that is at best bleak. 
We might even say that it is much the 
same as the time just before Christ’s 
birth. Remember, God had not spoken 
in over 400 years. This must have been 
a difficult time for any person who put 
their faith in the coming Messiah. The 
Jewish people were looking for a King 
to free them from the Roman 
oppression. In fact, Luke tells us that 
Joseph and Mary had to travel to 
Bethlehem for tax reasons. But this was 
all a part of God’s plan for His Son to 
enter the world. He promised that it 
would happen this way, but people 
were not expecting it to.  
 
Today, we are again awaiting the 
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coming of the Messiah. When I think 
about this song, I feel as if the author is 
describing the time that we live in. We 
can look forward to what Paul writes in 
I Thessalonians 4:16-17, “For the Lord 
himself shall descend from heaven 
with a shout, with the voice of the 
archangel, and with the trump of God: 
and the dead in Christ shall rise first: 
Then we which are alive and remain 
shall be caught up together with them 
in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the 
air: and so shall we ever be with the 
Lord.” As the angels came down at 
Christ’s birth to proclaim His arrival, 
the trump will sound when He calls us 
home.  
 
I think about the world that we live in 
today. It is a dark and desolate place 
because of the sin that is rampant in it. 
People are too busy thinking about 
how they can fulfill the emptiness in 
their own souls. Paul describes our 
world today in II Timothy 3:1-2, “This 
know also, that in the last days perilous 
times shall come. For men shall be 
lovers of their own selves, covetous, 
boaster s,  proud, b lasphemers, 
disobedient to parents, unthankful, 
unholy.” This world has forgotten what 
Christmas is about. They have put their 
focus on themselves and forgotten 
about the Saviour. With this comes the 
same dreary, desolate feeling that is 
described “In the Bleak Midwinter.”  
 
Rossetti does not put all her focus on 
the sadness of the situation. Her final 
verse says this:  
 

What can I give him,  
Poor as I am?  

If I were a shepherd  
I would bring a lamb;  
If I were a wise man  

I would do my part;  
Yet what I can, I give him -  

Give my heart.  
 
As we think about the sadness in this 
world, we know the One who can 
bring happiness back into it. The 
winter will melt away and spring 
comes with sunshine. All it takes is 
giving Jesus our heart. That is what 
Christ wants from us. He wants our 
hearts. It is the greatest gift that we 
can give. It will give us the greatest 
peace.  
 
As we celebrate this Christmas, 
maybe it is time to ask ourselves, 
“What can I give Him?” What will our 
answer be? 
 

 A Woman’s WindowA Woman’s WindowA Woman’s WindowA Woman’s Window    
Mrs. Debbie Adams 

 

What’s My Pattern 
 

For a few weeks, I've been thinking 

a lot about Titus 2:7.  This verse 
encourages us that there is a 
particular way we should be doing 
things.  “In all things showing thyself 
a pattern of good works…”  This got 
me to thinking about what God told 
Moses when He had him construct 
the Tabernacle.  God had the plans, 
the design, “the pattern” for the 
structure even down to the smallest 
of things inside.  In Exodus 25:9, 
God says, “According to all that I 
show thee, after the pattern of the 
tabernacle, and the pattern of all the 
instruments thereof, even so shall ye 
make it.” And, you know what?  
Everything was done according to the 
pattern, exactly as the Lord 
commanded!  (Exodus 39:32-43) 
 
Now, I'm not very good at sewing, 
even with a pattern,  but if I didn't 
have a pattern at all, I would totally 
make a mess out of what I was 
attempting to make! So, how does 
this verse in Titus apply to us 
women?  God gives us a pattern for 
living out life as a woman, single or 
married, and as a mom.  There are 
verses on being an employee a 

neighbour, a citizen, etc. God has 
much to say to us in the Bible with the 
roles He's entrusted to us. He wants us 
to do things in a particular way.  Start 
following the pattern He shows us 
through His Word.  You may not be 
perfect at it.  You may make mistakes.  
But, pray for His help, look up the 
verses and follow the pattern God has 
laid out for your circumstances.   
 
Our goal is to do it according to the 
pattern, exactly as the Lord shows us in 
the scriptures.  We want to look back 
and see a pattern of good works. 
What's your pattern:  your way, or His 
way? 
 
 

 Foundations In EducationFoundations In EducationFoundations In EducationFoundations In Education    
Daniel Bousquet 
VBCA Principal 

 

This year at VBCA’s annual Christmas 

Assembly, some of the students will 
recite Henry Wadsworth Longfellow’s 
“I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day” 
and share the background story behind 
it. As I have listened to them practice 
this recitation, I am struck with the 
similarities between how Longfellow 
was feeling when he penned those 
words and how people feel about our 
world today.  
 
The poem was written at the time of 
the American Civil War. Longfellow 
deeply felt the political turmoil that 
plagued his country. His own son had 
just been injured while fighting for the 
Union army. In addition, Longfellow 
had recently lost his wife in a fire and 
battled an overwhelming sense of grief.  
He was not feeling very hopeful during 
the Christmas season of 1863; the 
traditional holiday cheer seemed to 
mock the pain that permeated 
everyday life for so many. As a poet, 
the best way Longfellow could express 
his feelings was through his pen.  
 
As he listened to the church bells on 
Christmas Day, he wrote about the lack 
of peace in his land and of his despair. 
However, something changed as he 

(Continued on page 6) 
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continued to write. By the fourth verse, 
he had come to realize that despite 
circumstances in the world and in our 
personal lives, God is still in control. In 
the end, evil will be defeated, and 
righteousness will prevail. I think of our 
world today—the political unrest, the 
terrorist attacks, the suffering that so 
many endure. Yet, just as Longfellow 
acknowledged, God is still on His 
throne: He “sitteth upon the throne of 
His holiness” (Ps. 47:8). He cares 
about those suffering and is “nigh unto 
them that are of a broken heart” (Ps. 
34:18). As you read the words of “I 
Heard the Bells on Christmas Day” 
below, I hope that you will be 
encouraged this Christmas season. 
 

I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day 
Their old familiar carols play, 

And wild and sweet the words repeat 
Of peace on earth, good will to men. 

 
I thought how, as the day had come, 

The belfries of all Christendom 
Had rolled along the unbroken song 
Of peace on earth, good will to men. 

 
And in despair I bowed my head: 

"There is no peace on earth," I said, 
"For hate is strong and mocks the song 
Of peace on earth, good will to men." 

 
Then pealed the bells more loud and 

deep: 
“God is not dead, nor doth He sleep; 
The wrong shall fail, the right prevail, 

With peace on earth, good will to 
men.” 

 
Till, ringing singing, on its way, 

The world revolved from night to day, 
A voice, a chime, a chant sublime, 

Of peace on earth, good will to men! 
Word to be increased and received by 

the Lost!  

(Continued from page 3)  

Under The 
Umbrella of 
“Charity” 

Carol Lorusso 
 

 

As we study the Word we come 

across scriptures that flow with ease, 
and are immediately crystal clear. 
Then, there are those leave us 
struggling because we know they are 
saying more, but we cannot wrap our 
minds around them. 
  
One such scripture I once personally 
struggled with was 1Peter 4:8 “And 
above all things have fervent charity 
among yourselves: for charity shall 
cover the multitude of sins”. 
 
The first part of the verse is self 
explanatory, but the last half was 
where I struggled. Now, we all know 
only Christ can cover our sins. No 
amount of well meaning acts can 
cover our sinful nature. So, what did 
it mean exactly? 
 
The dictionary uses such words as 
‘kindness’, ‘voluntary giving of help’, 
‘’tolerance’, ‘love of humankind’ to 
define ‘charity’. But, even in a 
Christian sense there was no 
reference to ‘covering sins’. 
 
So, like the hymn urges us to do 
when faced with a question or a 
problem, I took it the Lord in prayer. 
I waited for Him to show me. The 
words kept echoing in my mind till 
one day, as He had done many times 
before He let the light in…His light! 
When His light come in, you Know, 

because there is this sense of ‘I know 
that I know’. A moment of revelation!  
 
To have charity in your heart does not 
just mean you extend a piece of bread 
into a hungry hand, or pat someone’s 
trembling hand for a moment then 
walk away. That can be such a 
mechanical act! True charity is a 
treasure chest! This chest, once 
opened,  will overflow with riches from 
above…loving, caring, humility, 
compassion, willingness to share God’s 
blessing. Charity is a cup that overflows 
with love, and will fill your heart. 
 
The Lord showed me if I have charity, 
my heart is open to help my brother, 
therefore removing selfishness. If I have 
charity my eyes will not look away, or 
look away with pride even sometimes, 
but comfort a lonely soul and pray for 
him/her. If I have charity in me I would 
not pass judgment on who is less 
fortunate than me. For it is not my 
place to judge. All I have is the Lord’s, 
not mine. He can take it away as easily 
as He gave it me. This shows me 
charity will have dealt with God’s most 
hated thing…’a proud look’. The Book 
of Solomon is just one of the many 
places that connect charity with love. 
Proverbs 6:16-17 clearly states “These 
six things doth the Lord hate: yea, 
seven are an abomination unto Him: A 
proud look…”. But, charity does not 
stop at the sin of ‘pride’, but continues 
to honor the rest of the teachings of 
Proverbs 6:17-18-19 “…a lying 
tongue, and hands that shed innocent 
blood; (18) An heart that devices 
wicked imaginations, feet that be swift 
in running to mischief; (19) A false 
witness that speaketh lies, and he that 
soweth discord among the brethren.” 
All these ‘abominations unto the Lord’ 
can be easily escaped with ‘charity’. 
  
Paul speaks volumes on this very 
subject in 1Corinthians 13:1-13. He 
actually devoted a full chapter. This 
chapter merits full quotation and deep 
meditation on every word for it is 
powerful. But, for the sake of space of 
this publication, I will quote to 
summarize: verse (1) ‘Though I speak 
with tongues of men and angels, and 
have no charity, I am become as 

(Continued on page 8) 
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Vaughan Baptist Church  
8274 Islington Avenue 

Woodbridge, ON L4L 1W8 
(905) 851-7100 

Web: www.vaughanbaptistchurch.org 

E-mail: info@vaughanbaptistchurch.org 
 

Would you like to share your testimony? Do 
you have a  special story, event, prayer 

request or any other information you would 
like to share with your church family? 

Please contact us at the church office by 
phone or email. 

 

Our Schedule of Services 
 

MINISTRIES ON SUNDAY 
Sunday School  
             for all ages 10:00 am 
Morning Worship 11:00 am 
Evening Service      6:00 pm 

We have fully staffed and supervised 
nurseries at all services. 

 
MINISTRIES ON WEDNESDAY 

Bible Study and  
    Prayer Meeting    7:00 pm 

We are an Independent Fundamental 
Baptist Church, located in the heart of 

Woodbridge, Ontario, Canada. The 
Church is located 5 minutes north of 
Metropolitan Toronto and 20 minutes 
from Toronto Pearson International 
Airport, and only a 40 minute drive 

from downtown Toronto. 
 

William E. Adams, D.Min.,  
Senior Pastor 

James Hird, B.Th.,  
Youth Pastor 

sounding brass, or a tingling cymbal’. 
Verse(2) ‘…and I have no charity, I am 
nothing’. Verse (3) ‘And though I 
bestow all my goods to feed the poor, 
and though I give my body to be 
burned, and have no charity, it 
profiteth me nothing’. Verse (4) 
‘Charity suffereth long, and is kind; 
charity envieth not; charity vaunteth 
not itself, is not puffed up’.   Verse  (5) 
‘Doth not behave itself unseemly, 
seeketh not her own, is not easily 
provoked, thinketh no evil’.  Verse (6) 
‘Rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth 
in the truth’.   Verse (7) ‘Beareth all 
things, hopeth all things, endureth all 
things’. Verse (8) ‘Charity never 
faileth…’. Finally verse (13) ‘ And now 
abideth faith, hope and charity, these 
three; but the greatest of these is 
charity’.      
  
Having examined all this, ‘charity’ in us 
means we put God and His teachings 
above all else therefore avoid being 
disobedient to the very f i r s t 
commandment, Exodus 20:3 ‘Thou 
shalt have no other gods before me’. 
Two thousand years ago, we had our 
Master to show us the way in ‘charity’. 
He shared the loaves of bread and fish 
when the multitude was hungry, He 
cried when others cried, He healed 
those who suffered. He showed 
compassion, mercy, love, and made 
the ultimate sacrifice by giving His life 
for us… even when we did not deserve 
it!  
 
Let us walk in faith that with charity in 
our hearts we are kept from the 
multitude of sins.  

(Continued from page 6) 

Announcements and Events 
 

CHRISTMAS CANTATA 
 
On Sunday, December 4th, the annual 
Christmas Cantata was held with a 
great crowd present.  Our 34 member 
choir was joined by a cast of awesome 
play participants that acted out: “He 
Gave Everything.”  It was a wonderful 
expression of what Christmas is all 
about.   
 

VAUGHAN BAPTIST 
CHRISTIAN ACADEMY 

 
The Academy has about one week 
remaining in this semester as 2016 
comes to an end.  If you have 
questions about placement for the 
Spring, 2017 semester starting in 
January, please contact Principal 
D a n i e l  B o u s q u e t .  F o r  m o r e 
in format ion,  you can check : 
www.vaughanbaptistacademy.org.  
 

Sunday, December 18th 
10am Sunday School, 11am Worship 

No evening service 
 

Wednesday, December 21st 
No mid-week service 

 
Saturday, December 24th 
6pm Christmas Eve Service 

 
Sunday, December 25th 

11am Worship Service 
 

Wednesday, December 28th 
7pm Bible Study and Prayer Meeting 

 
Sunday, January 1st 

10am Sunday School, 11am Worship 
No evening service 


