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More  than 

likely, you will 
receive some 
w r a p p e d 
packages this 
C h r i s t m a s .  
Someone has 
thought about 
you and because 
you are special 
to them, they 

have given you a gift.  In this quarter’s 
article, I am writing about Someone 
Who also thought about you and has 
given you a gift, not a package but a 
Person: the Lord Jesus Christ.  Paul 
writes to Timothy about this Person in 1 
Timothy 3:16 – “And without 
controversy great is the mystery of 
godliness: God was manifest in the 
flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of 
angels, preached unto the Gentiles, 
believed on in the world, received up 
into glory.”  I’ve entitled my article: 
“The Great Mystery of Godliness.”  
The Apostle unveils the great mystery in 
this verse by describing Jesus with six 
truths. 
 

HE IS GOD 
 
The Apostle Paul boldly and confidently 
proclaims the deity of Christ.  He is 
God!  Sadly, many other translations 
other than the KJV subjectively replace 
“God” with “he.”  The second person 

of the Trinity is clearly identified here.  
God, in the Person of Jesus Christ, 
was revealed in flesh to this world.  
The Apostle John stated: “And the 
Word was made flesh, and dwelt 
among us, (and we beheld his glory, 
the glory as of the only begotten of 
the Father,) full of grace and 
truth” (John 1:14).  Paul reiterated 
this to the Christians at Philippi as he 
wrote of Jesus: “Who, being in the 
form of God, thought it not robbery 
to be equal with God: But made 
himself of no reputation, and took 
upon him the form of a servant, and 
was made in the likeness of men: And 
being found in fashion as a man, he 

From The Pastor’s Desk 
Pastor Bill Adams 

humbled himself, and became obedient 
unto death, even the death of the 
cross” (Phil.2:6-8).  This Christmas, 
remember it was God, in human flesh, 
in that manger. 
 

HE WAS JUSTIFIED IN THE 
SPIRIT 

 
The word “justify” means to render 
innocent; to vindicate.  The third 
Person of the Trinity cleared Jesus of 
any and all false claims alleged by man.  
Many said Jesus was just a man, others 
called Him a criminal, still others 
claimed He was a false prophet 
speaking forth blasphemy. The Holy 
Spirit was there at His baptism 
(Matthew 3:16) and throughout Jesus’ 
earthly ministry (Luke 4:14) vindicating 
Christ.  And it is Jesus Who now 
justifies and renders the sinner innocent 
when He alone is trusted for salvation 
(Acts 13:39; Romans 3:24, 30).  If you 
are unsure of your eternal destiny, let 
the Spirit convict and draw you to a 

“Which hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and stedfast…” Hebrews 6:19 

Merry Christmas!! 
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saving relationship with Jesus the 
Justifier (John 16:7-11; Acts 7:51-52). 
 

HE WAS SEEN OF ANGELS 
 
Another confirmation of Who Jesus 
was comes from an angelic source.  
Angels were present at His birth (Luke 
2:13-14); at His temptation (Mark 
1:13); available at His crucifixion (Mark 
26:53); at His resurrection (John 20:11
-12); and at His ascension to heaven 
(Acts 1:9-11).  The presence of angels 
in our lives today testify of God’s help 
to us in times of need: “But to which of 
the angels said he at any time, Sit on 
my right hand, until I make thine 
enemies thy footstool? Are they not all 
ministering spirits, sent forth to minister 
for them who shall be heirs of 
salvation?” (Hebrews 1:13-14); “Be 
not forgetful to entertain strangers: for 
thereby some have entertained angels 
unawares” (Hebrews 13:2).   Probably 
because of their ministry to mankind, 
they are made aware when one sinner 
gets saved: “Likewise, I say unto you, 
there is joy in the presence of the 
angels of God over one sinner that 
repenteth” (Luke 15:10). 
 

HE WAS PREACHED  
 
The fourth truth Paul brings out about 
Jesus in 1 Timothy 3:16 is that He was 
preached.  Paul told the Corinthian 
church: “For the preaching of the cross 
is to them that perish foolishness; but 
unto us which are saved it is the power 
of God. For after that in the wisdom of 
God the world by wisdom knew not 
God, it pleased God by the foolishness 
of preaching to save them that 
believe” (1 Cor.1:18,21).  It is the only 
saving truth as Paul reiterated to the 
Galatian believers, “But though we, or 

an angel from heaven, preach any 
other gospel unto you than that 
which we have preached unto you, 
let him be accursed” (Galatians 1:8).  
It seems today that a number of 
churches are getting away from 
preaching, choosing other means to 
communicate the truths of the 
Scriptures.  May our pulpits always 
remain a solemn and separated place 
where the preaching and teaching of 
God’s Word is soberly proclaimed 
with a holy boldness.  May the 
request of those who came to Philip 
be the pulpiteer’s aim: “Sir, we 
would see Jesus” (John 12:21). May 
our soul winners courageously 
confront the unsaved by speaking the 
truth in love.  Though our lifestyle 
gives credibility to our gospel 
message and may open a door of 
utterance, lifestyle alone will not save 
one soul.  We must preach Christ! 
 

HE WAS BELIEVED  
 
To be saved, one must believe: “And 
they said, Believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and 
thy house” (Acts 16:31).  The 
decision to believe the gospel (1 
Cor.15:1-4) is a decisive act of one’s 
will to put personal faith solely in 
what the Scriptures state about Who 
Jesus was and what He did.  This is 
what the Apostle John told his 
readers: “These things have I written 
unto you that believe on the name of 
the Son of God; that ye may know 
that ye have eternal life, and that ye 
may believe on the name of the Son 
of God” (1 John 5:13).   As is the 
case when Christ is preached, some 
believe and some do not.  In Rome, 
after Paul was able to preach, Luke 
records: “And some believed the 

things which were spoken, and some 
believed not” (Acts 28:24).   To the 
Thessalonian believers Paul contrasts 
the results of reception and rejection of 
Jesus Christ at His return: “In flaming 
fire taking vengeance on them that 
know not God, and that obey not the 
gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ: Who 
shall be punished with everlasting 
destruction from the presence of the 
Lord, and from the glory of his power; 
When he shall come to be glorified in 
his saints, and to be admired in all 
them that believe (because our 
testimony among you was believed) in 
that day” (2 Thes.1:8-10). 
 
HE WAS RECEIVED UP INTO 

GLORY  
 
Finally, the writer to the Hebrews sums 
up Christ’s work: “Who being the 
brightness of his glory, and the express 
image of his person, and upholding all 
things by the word of his power, when 
he had by himself purged our sins, sat 
down on the right hand of the Majesty 
on high; Wherefore he is able also to 
save them to the uttermost that come 
unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth 
t o  m a k e  i n t e r c e s s i o n  f o r 
them” (Hebrews 1:3; 7:25). Luke 
records the Lord’s ascension witnessed 
by the early church as they awaited the 
coming of the Holy Spirit: “And when 
he had spoken these things, while they 
beheld, he was taken up; and a cloud 
received him out of their sight” (Acts 
1:9). 
 
As I close this article, consider the great 
truths of this one verse given to 
Timothy. The mystery hidden in ages 
past is unveiled.  The shadow is 
replaced by revealed truth.  And this 
truth is committed to every Christian.  
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The Saviour’s story has been entrusted 
to a few, those who believe the gospel.  
While the vast majority of our world sits 
in darkness, may we Christian believers 
reveal these truths to our neighbours, 
co-workers, and contacts.  Christmas is 
not a package but a Person. Let’s 
present this life-giving Gift to a dying 
world.  May the great mystery of 
Godliness be proclaimed by a great 
number of Christians at Christmas: 
“The Lord gave the word: great was 
the company of those that published 
it” (Psalm 68:11). 
 

YOUTH CORNER 
Pastor James Hird 

 
To This End Was I Born 

 

We are now in the time of year when 

we celebrate the birth of Christ.  We 
discuss how His birth was prophesied 
in the Old Testament.  We talk about 
how the angels came and told the 
shepherds about the birth of Christ.  
We contemplate how the wise men 
travelled from afar to see the infant 
Jesus.  But how many of us take the 
time to think about why He was born? 
 
As Jesus was standing face to face with 
Pilot, He tells us why He was born.  It 
says in John 18:37, “Thou sayest that I 
am a king. To this end was I born, and 
for this cause came I into the world, 
that I should bear witness unto the 
truth. Every one that is of the truth 
heareth my voice.”  Jesus does not say 
here that He was born to be King.  This 
does not mean that He is not King.  He 
is the King of kings.  He did not come 
to gather armies and take over the 
world.  He came so that the world 
might have truth.  Jesus says in Mark 

10:45 “For even the Son of man 
came not to be ministered unto, but 
to minister, and to give his life a 
ransom for many.”   
 
It wasn’t but a short time before this 
that the people of Jerusalem were 
welcoming Jesus into their city as the 
Son of David.  They wanted Him to 
be their king.  They did not 
understand why Christ came.  They 
did not understand why He was 
born.  He was born for one purpose.  
Hebrews 2:9 says this, “But we see 
Jesus, who was made a little lower 
than the angels for the suffering of 
death, crowned with glory and 
honour; that he by the grace of God 
should taste death for every man.”  
Jesus was born to die.  He came here 
to give His life for the whole world so 
that they might have salvation.  Jesus 
performed great miracles.  He healed 
the sick.  He caused the blind to see.  
He was also a great teacher.  He 
taught many important things.  But 
the most important reason that He 
came was to provide salvation for 
every man.  Paul tells us this in I 
Timothy 1:15, “This is a faithful 
saying, and worthy of all acceptation, 
that Christ Jesus came into the world 
to save sinners; of whom I am chief.”  
We never find a passage in the New 
Testament that tells us that Jesus 
came to be a healer or teacher. He 
performed those activities to point to 
the real reason why He came.  Many 
times when Christ healed, He first 
offered salvation to the one who was 
healed.  When He taught, He taught 
about the Kingdom of Heaven, not a 
kingdom on earth.  His focus, His 
purpose was to provide salvation for 
all men.   
 
We often fail to understand the true 
reason for Christmas.  We celebrate 
the birth of Christ when we ought to 
celebrate the birth of the Saviour.  He 
was born to reconcile us with our 
Heavenly Father.  Paul says in 
Romans 5:10, “For if, when we were 
enemies, we were reconciled to God 
by the death of his Son, much more, 
being reconciled, we shall be saved 
by his life.”  So just like Christ said to 
Pilate, He also says to us, “To this 

end was I born, and for this cause 
came I into the world, that I should 
bear witness unto the truth. Every one 
that is of the truth heareth my voice.”  
The Birth of the Saviour was to bring 
the shining light of Truth into the world. 
 

 A Woman’s WindowA Woman’s WindowA Woman’s WindowA Woman’s Window    
Mrs. Debbie Adams 

 

O Magnify The Lord With Me 
 

My day started.  It was a Tuesday.  I 

shut off my alarm and headed toward 
the kitchen for coffee and toast.  As I 
was preparing my breakfast, barely 
starting the day, there were already 
some concerns on my mind.  Lately, 
I’ve been struggling with being fearful 
when speaking up for Christ or 
handing out a tract. These were the 
kinds of things on my mind so early 
that day.  I was beginning to realize that 
it must be a spiritual battle!  I had been 
praying about it daily.  The house was 
quiet.  It was just me and God there in 
the kitchen.  I thought, “I’m magnifying 
this fear and I’m making it a big deal.”  
“What am I going to do about it?”  I 
asked the Lord to help me.  And then, 
a verse came to mind.  “O magnify the 
Lord with me, and let us exalt his 
name together.”  Thinking it through, I 
realized that God was reminding me of 
what I should be magnifying instead of 
this fear.  I should magnify the Lord.  I 
looked up the reference in my Bible.  It 
was from Psalm 34:3.  Then, as I read 
the next verse, it became a double 
blessing to me because the verse 
following says, “I sought the Lord, and 
he heard me, and delivered me from 
all my fears.”  I was so encouraged to 
see that these verses were side by side.  
I needed to magnify the Lord.  I wasn’t 
to magnify the fear. I had sought the 
Lord through prayer and He heard me.  
He is the One Who will deliver me 
from all my fear.  And you know what?  
Verse 2 is so encouraging also!  It says, 
“My soul shall make her boast in the 
Lord: the humble shall hear thereof, 
and be glad.”  Not everyone will listen.  
But, the humble will. 
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The Rosedale Report 
Pastor Garry Jones 

 

Christian Greetings and Praise The 

Lord!  
 
It is our prayer that this letter fmds our 
"Northern Neighbors" well and blessed 
by The Lord! We make mention of you 
often in our prayers. We hear of the 
good report of the ministry by your 
Pastor ... Praise The Lord!  
 
Things here are crazy. - We just fin-
ished a great week of VBS. Six souls 
were saved including a teenager who 
will be baptized this next week! This 
year for the first time on record attend-
ance increased every night and we 
ended the week with a high of 58 in 
attendance. We had 11 visitors, family 
and friends of the students, who at-
tended the Closing Program and the 
Family Day Picnic. Lastly, the students 
brought in 70 pounds of change for 
our Missions Offering. It was our desire 
to send the children's love offering to 
our faithful extended Church Family at 
Vaughan Baptist Church. A check for 

the amount raised is enclosed, and 
please feel free to use it as The Lord 
leads.  
 
The blessings did not end there! Last 
Sunday we began to challenge our 
people to "Want That Mountain". 
Please let me explain. Years ago, dur-
ing a financial crisis, we made the 
decision not to stop giving to mis-
sions. Our missionaries were being 
supported at the amount of $75 per 
month. We were not even close to 
being able to keep that commitment. 
Instead we contacted our missionaries 
and promised to keep record and re-
pay the shortage as the Lord provid-
ed. People faithfully and sacrificially 
gave, but we were still well short. We 
began our T.A.B. Program. TAB 
stood for Take A Break. It started 
with a change jar with monies from 
people sacrificing a cup of coffee at 
Wawa or an order of fries at McDon-
alds. People even brought in change 
they found in the parking lots. Then 
people started scraping metal and 
giving it to Missions. Month by month 
and year by year the people re-
mained faithful. Finally, we were just 
$1000 short of reaching the top of 
That Mountain! The challenge was 
made we Want That Mountain ... 
NOW! My "now" was secretly hopeful 
before the end of 2015. God's 

"NOW" was different! By the end of 
the day the church received a Love 
Gift of$1000 ... Praise The Lord!  
 
Lastly, we are gearing-up for Harvest 
2015. That is our annual town-wide 
soul−winning outreach. Usually we 
reach 1000-1500 homes over 4 days. 
We may have to make a last minute 
scheduling change to be able to take 
advantage of a special Downtown 
Harnmonton Event. The outreach 
was originally planned to take place 
in September so pray for wisdom on 
scheduling and for God's Word to be 
increased and received by the Lost!  
 
Thank you for your gracious and sac-
rificial giving to see the work go on 
here! Honestly, without your giving 
the ministry would be greatly hin-
dered. We know God is blessing us 
through you and in return God bless-
es the giver. Lord Bless!  
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THE ANCHOR 
A Ministry of  

Vaughan Baptist Church  
8274 Islington Avenue 

Woodbridge, ON L4L 1W8 
(905) 851-7100 

Web: www.vaughanbaptistchurch.org 

E-mail: info@vaughanbaptistchurch.org 
 

Would you like to share your testimony? Do 
you have a  special story, event, prayer 

request or any other information you would 
like to share with your church family? 
Please contact us at the church office by 

phone or email. 

 

Our Schedule of Services 
 

MINISTRIES ON SUNDAY 
Sunday School  
             for all ages 10:00 am 
Morning Worship 11:00 am 
Evening Service      6:00 pm 

We have fully staffed and supervised 
nurseries at all services. 

 
MINISTRIES ON WEDNESDAY 

Bible Study and  
    Prayer Meeting    7:00 pm 

We are an Independent Fundamental 
Baptist Church, located in the heart of 

Woodbridge, Ontario, Canada. The 
Church is located 5 minutes north of 
Metropolitan Toronto and 20 minutes 
from Toronto Pearson International 
Airport, and only a 40 minute drive 

from downtown Toronto. 
 

William E. Adams, D.Min.,  
Senior Pastor 

James Hird, B.Th.,  
Youth Pastor 

about knowing the family that used to 
live in the school building. They did not 
seem the least bit reluctant to give up 
their Christmas treasures and were 
thrilled that their belongings would be 
given another chance to shine—
however, as they were about to leave, 
the wife mentioned a certain angel dec-
oration that had been on display in 
their home each Christmas for 40 
years. She became nostalgic as she 
described what that angel meant to 
her. She knew she would miss it, but 
she was willing to give it away so that 
the children at the school could enjoy 
it. As I have passed that angel decora-
tion the past few days, I have found 
myself pausing to look at it and smiling 
at the thought of the sacrifice this dear 
lady made in giving it away.  
 
I am reminded of Philippians 2:3-4, 
which states in part, “Let each esteem 
other better than themselves. Look not 
every man on his own things, but eve-
ry man also on the things of others.” 
That passage also reflects on the sacri-
fice that Christ made. His willingness to 
humble Himself and come to earth as a 
baby born in a stable is the ultimate 
example of putting others first.  
 
This Christmas, let’s make our main 
focus remembering Christ’s birth—
without which redemption would not 
be possible. Secondarily, let’s work on 
putting others first by giving up our 
own comforts, agendas, and even pos-
sessions when possible. As the chil-
dren’s song goes: “Jesus and others 
and you, What a wonderful way to 
spell J-O-Y.” 
 

Announcements and Events 
 

The VBCA school year is 
progressing well. We count it a 
privilege to be able to proclaim the 
Word of God, along with teaching 
regular subjects each day. 
Enrolment for the 2016-2017 
school year will begin in the spring. 
For more information, you can 
check  the  VBCA webs i t e 
www.vaughanbaptistacademy.org.  
 

Sunday, December 20th 
Sunday school for all ages, 10am; 
Morning worship service, 11am  
There is no evening service 

 
Thursday, December 24th 
Christmas Eve service, 6pm 

 
Sunday, December 27th 

Sunday school for all ages, 10am; 
Morning worship service, 11am  
There is no evening service 

 
Thursday, December 31st 
New Years Eve service, 7pm 

 
Monday, January 4th 
VBCA classes begin 

The Christmas Angel 
Jennifer Bousquet 

 

Recently, a married couple who are 

friends of some of our church members 
came to the school to donate Christ-
mas decorations. They cheerfully un-
loaded their vehicle as they chatted 


