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On Tuesday, 

November 4, 
2 0 1 4 ,  m y 
mother Mary 
went home to be 
with her Lord.  
She had been a 
widow for over 
t h i r t y - t h r e e 
years.  Mom 
came to Canada 

with my family twenty-four years ago 
and was a great servant to the Lord and 
the Vaughan Baptist Church.  At her 
memorial service, I and others shared 
testimonies of how she impacted our 
lives.  Handouts revealed more about 
her personal and spiritual life.   
 
This article is not aimed at glorifying my 
mother.  She was a sinner just like us 
all.  And there is One and only One 
Who is to be glorified.  But this writing 
is intended to help us to recognize how 
Christ can live through His children (like 
the hymn “I Saw Jesus in You”).  As 
Paul said, “For whom he did foreknow, 
he also did predestinate to be 
conformed to the image of his 
Son” (Romans 8:29).  It is the plan and 
will of God that everyone who receives 
Christ as Saviour engage in a life-long 
pursuit of becoming more and more 
like their Lord and Saviour.  Over the 
past month since her departure, I’ve 
thought of two distinct characteristics of 

Jesus being lived out in my mother. 
 
Paul wrote to the Philippian church 
regarding Epaphroditus and described 
him as “my brother, and companion 
in labour, and fellowsoldier, but your 
messenger, and he that ministered to 
my wants” (Phil.2:25).  He went on 
to say, “Receive him therefore in the 
Lord with all gladness; and hold such 
in reputation” (Phil.2:29).  To me, 
Mom was one of the “such.”  My 
mother had earned a reputation and 
in this article I want to share these two 
additional qualities that depict her and 
which should portray us: “A Final 
Tribute To My Mother” 

From The Pastor’s Desk 

Pastor Bill Adams 

She Was a People Person 
 
As I thought back about my mother’s 
life, she truly exemplified what the 
Scriptures identify as an “others-
oriented” person.  There are over thirty 
five distinct calls in the New Testament 
alone that direct the Christians to act 
and react in relation to “one another.”   
For example, Christians are to love, 
exhort, pray, edify, comfort...one 
another.  That’s what Christ did: “For 
even the Son of man came not to be 
ministered unto, but to minister, and to 
give his life a ransom for many” (Mark 
10:45).  It’s that kind of others-oriented 
life that I witnessed time and time again 
in my mother.  Whether it was 
neighbours, family members, church 
members, my friends, Mary was 
involved with people, always ready to 
help.  Whether it was cooking a meal, 
babys i t t i n g ,  d r i v in g  someone 
somewhere, cleaning, visiting, etc., 
Mary was there.  When her mother 
became very sickly, she was taken into 

“Which hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and stedfast…” Hebrews 6:19 

Merry Christmas!! 
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our home to live with us.  When my 
aunt (her sister) had a nervous 
breakdown, she was taken into our 
home to live with us as I was growing 
up.  Mom and Dad gave their Friday 
evenings to oversee a handicap 
ministry at the church.  In Canada, 
whe t he r  i t  wa s  c h i l d r en  o r 
grandchildren, she was there, focused 
on others.  Like her Lord, she was 
focused on people and full of 
compassion and care for others.  In all 
her household and work duties, I never 
saw her lose sight of people.  Paul 
remarked to the Philippians, “My 
brethren dearly beloved and longed 
f o r ,  m y  j o y . . . m y  d e a r l y 
beloved” (Phil.4:1).  Mom loved 
people.  They were her joy. 
 

She Was a Priority Person 
 
My earliest memories are waking up 
and finding my mother reading her 
Bible at the kitchen table. Every day!  It 
was her routine.  Her devotional walk 
with the Lord started in the morning.  I 
played organized baseball from age 
eight to nineteen.  Every year, no 
matter the team, there were games 
scheduled on Sundays.   Though it was 
not my wish, my mother’s priority (I’m 
sure it was my dad’s as well), was 
church first, then my game.  I was 
always the last to the ball park.  I made 
every game - Mom saw to that, but the 
coaches knew my mom’s will.  So, 
unlike maybe many, I was blessed with 
a mother who had a set of spiritual 
priorities that was lived out before me.   
 
Jesus lived with a set of priorities – 
some “musts.”  In Luke 2:49, when 
His parents are seeking Him, “And he 
said unto them, How is it that ye 
sought me? Wist ye not that I must be 
about my Father’s business?”  In Luke 
4:43 Jesus says, “I must preach the 
kingdom of God to other cities also: for 
therefore am I sent.”  And He says in 
John 9:4, “I must work the works of 
him that sent me, while it is day: the 
night cometh, when no man can 
work.” 
 
I was blessed to be with mom the last 
few days of her life in the nursing 
home. The last two hours, with 
Christian hymns playing in the 

background, I held her hand as her 
breathing slowed. She brought me 
into this world and I was able to be 
with her as she left this world.  In her 
90th year, God called her home.  As 
Jesus took her hand, I let go. 
 
She saw a lot of changes during her 
life in technology, communication, 
medicine, transportation, etc., but 
throughout her life, as I knew her, she 
never changed.  Mom was a people 
person and a priority person.  I’m 
commanded to be like Jesus.  But I’m 
thankful to have had a human 
example in my mother to keep before 
me.  God bless you, Mom.  Thank 
you Mom, for I got a glimpse of 
Jesus, as I watched you live!  And 
thank you, Lord, for giving to me 
such a virtuous woman as my 
mother.  I can’t help but think of my 
mother as Paul would write to the 
church at Rome about another 
woman, “I commend unto you 
Phebe our sister, which is a servant 
of the church which is at Cenchrea: 
That ye receive her in the Lord, as 
becometh saints, and that ye assist 
her in whatsoever business she hath 
need of you: for she hath been a 
succourer of many, and of myself 
also” (Romans 16:1-2). 

YOUTH CORNER 
Pastor James Hird 

 
Christmas Lights 

 

As I drive around the city this time 
of year, it is exciting to see all the 
lights that people use to decorate 
their houses.  Some homes are only 
lit with white lights, while others are lit 
with all the colours of the rainbow.  
People will spend hours and even 
days preparing the light show that 
comes at Christmas. 
 
As I think about the True Light of this 
World, Jesus, I cannot help but think 
of the first light that told of His birth 
to the Wisemen.  Matthew 2:2 says 
this, “Saying, Where is he that is 
born King of the Jews? for we have 

seen his star in the east, and are come 
to worship him.”  The star in the east 
led the Wisemen to Christ via King 
Herod.  They went to Jerusalem to try 
and find the newborn King. The 
Wisemen gained information from the 
chief priests and scribes.  They went on 
their way to find Jesus and bring their 
gifts to Him.  They followed the Star. 
 
When Christ was preaching the 
Sermon on the Mount, He gave this 
command in Matthew 5:14, “Ye are 
the light of the world.”  Christ expects 
each of us to shed His light on the 
world around us.  Jesus goes on to say 
that we ought not to hide our light.  He 
says in verse 16, “Let your light so 
shine before men, that they may see 
your good works, and glorify your 
Father which is in heaven.” 
 
How do we let our light shine in this 
world?  Think again about the lights 
that decorate the houses.  They were 
prepared lights.  They also had a 
connection to power.  We need to do 
the same things in order for our lights 
to shine.  We need to prepare to tell 
others about our Saviour.  Spending 
time in God’s Word and in prayer are 
key to this preparation.  These are also 
key to ensuring uninterrupted 
connection to the power of God.  If we 
do this, we will be able to do what Paul 
says in II Corinthians 4:5-6, “For we 
preach not ourselves, but Christ Jesus 
the Lord; and ourselves your servants 
for Jesus' sake. For God, who 
commanded the light to shine out of 
darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to 
give the light of the knowledge of the 
glory of God in the face of Jesus 
Christ.”  Preaching is a part of being 
the light of this world.  The other part is 
found in Philippians 2:15.  It says, 
“That ye may be blameless and 
harmless, the sons of God, without 
rebuke, in the midst of a crooked and 
perverse nation, among whom ye 
shine as lights in the world.”  We must 
live right or no one will believe what we 
say.  We also will not be connected to 
God’s power. 
 
This Christmas, don’t just think about 
the lights on the houses.  Think about 
the light that you shine upon this world 
– the Light of the World. 
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 A Woman’s WindowA Woman’s WindowA Woman’s WindowA Woman’s Window    
Mrs. Debbie Adams 

 

All I Want For Christmas 
 

“All I Want for Christmas is My Two 
Front Teeth!” Does anyone remember 
that silly song?  When I was a girl 
growing up, it often came on the radio 
during the Christmas season. A child 
would often sing it or an adult imitating 
a child.   
 
What do you want for Christmas? 
 
A woman always has so much to do 
and with the many extra things of the 
holiday season, she can sometimes 
forget to focus on the real meaning of 
Christmas.  It has happened to me!  I 
hear many Christian women say the 
same thing.  I believe it would be 
helpful, if throughout December, we 
consistently thought about the birth of 
our Saviour, Jesus Christ, and why He 
came. Each morning when we awake, 
we can thank God for giving us His 
holy, lovely, wonderful Gift of Love 
and Hope. Daily, we can purpose to 
think thoughts of God.  We can think 
of Him having such a love for man’s 
soul that He would give us His Son to 
save us.  I love 2 Cor. 5:19 which says, 
“That God was in Christ, reconciling 
the world unto himself…” We can 
think about how in God’s perfect time, 
Jesus would die on a cross, to pay the 
debt of all of mankind’s sins. We can 
think about how when we believed and 
accepted His Gift of salvation, which 
He freely offers to all, God took 
possession of our souls and forever, 
they belong to Him. Don’t you think 
thoughts like these would help to make 

Christmas Day the focus of what is 
really should be?  It truly is a love 
story (John 3:16).   
 
What do you want for Christmas?  I 
can tell you what I want. I want to 
resolve in my heart throughout 
December and especially on the 
25th, amidst the joyful gatherings of 
family, friends and celebration, to 
analytically think of God’s precious 
Gift, the most amazing Gift ever 
given! And, I want to thank Him with 
a quiet, still, and humble heart of 
gratitude.   
 
“For unto us a child is born, unto us 
a son is given:” Isaiah 9:6 

 Foundations In EducationFoundations In EducationFoundations In EducationFoundations In Education    
Daniel Bousquet 

VBCA Principal 
 

In the last Anchor edition, we 
examined the third piece of spiritual 
armour:  feet  shod with the 
preparation of the gospel of peace. In 
this issue, we will study the fourth 
piece: the shield of faith. Ephesians 
6:16 says, “Above all, taking the 
shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be 
able to quench all the fiery darts of 
the wicked.” Notice the phrase 
Above all, which seems to indicate 
that this particular piece of armour is 
the most important defensive means 
that we Christians possess in order to 
defeat daily temptations. What is 
faith, and how can we don the shield 
of faith in our daily spiritual battle?  
 

According to Hebrews 11:1, “Now 
faith is the substance of things hoped 
for, the evidence of things not seen.” 
Faith is necessary for salvation: 
“Therefore being justified by faith, we 
have peace with God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ (Romans 5:1).” 
Once we have exercised saving faith, 
we must begin to exercise serving faith. 
This is the type of faith represented by 
the shield of faith. This faith enables us 
to live a life of service to God, a life 
marked by trust in the promises of God 
because He has already given us the 
victory over life’s trials and temptations.  
 
Romans 4:20-21 points out the Old 
Testament example of Abraham: “He 
staggered not at the promise of God 
through unbelief; but was strong in 
faith, giving glory to God; And being 
fully persuaded that, what he had 
promised, he was able also to 
perform.”  
 
We can strengthen our shield of faith 
by consistently receiving and believing 
the Word of God. Romans 10:17 states 
that “faith cometh by hearing, and 
hearing by the word of God.” If our 
minds are saturated by the Word of 
God, we will not believe the 
temptations and lies of the Devil (fiery 
darts of the wicked). We will be able to 
resist these enemy tactics. As we 
depend on the Scriptures, as Christ did 
when He was tempted, our faith 
increases and the shield becomes 
stronger. 
 
Our goal for VBCA students is that 
they get saved if not already and then 
develop a real and lasting faith in the 
promises  o f  God’s   Word—
strengthening their shields for spiritual 
battle. 
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Pain 
Yousif Nasri Shariz 

 
(We challenged our youth group to write a 
testimony or article for the Anchor and this 
young man took up the challenge with this 
thoughtful article on the subject of pain.) 
 

Pain. The dictionary describes pain as 
physical suffering or distress, as due to 
injury, illness, etc. Pain is also defined 
as mental or emotional suffering or 
torment. Everyone has experienced 
pain before in their lives, whether phys-
ical or emotional. Whether a cut or 
losing a loved one, pain exists in our 
world daily. Why does God allow pain 
into our lives?  
 
God uses pain in our lives for many 
different reasons. One of the reasons 
God brings pain into our lives is to test 
us. In the Bible, God told Abraham to 
sacrifice his son to Him. Genesis 22:2 
says: “And he said, Take now thy son, 
thine only son Isaac, whom thou 
lovest, and get thee into the land of 
Moriah; and offer him there for a burnt 
offering upon one of the mountains 
which I will tell thee of”.  
 
Abraham felt emotional pain because 
he loved Isaac. But because he loved 
God more, he decided to do what God 
had told him and sacrifice his son. But 
God stopped Abraham before he could 

kill his son because God knew that 
Abraham passed His test.  
 
The story of Job is another example 
where God tested someone through 
pain. The devil told God that Job 
only loved Him because He had 
blessed Job, and once He took away 
his possessions, Job would curse 
God. Job didn't curse God though, 
he remained loyal to God. Job 1 :22 
says: “In all this Job sinned not, nor 
charged God foolishly”. He passed 
His test as well.  
 
Another reason that God allows pain 
into our lives is to strengthen our 
faith. 2 Corinthians 12: 10 says: 
“Therefore I take pleasure in infirmi-
ties, in reproaches, in necessities, in 
persecutions, in distresses for Christ's 
sake: for when I am weak, then am I 
strong”. When we go through pain, 
that's when we call out to God and 
God strengthens us by working mira-
cles in our lives.  
 
One other reason that pain exists in 
our lives is to show us that we need 
God. We need God to help us 
through our tough times. God carries 
us through the tough times, showing 
us and reminding us why we need 
Him.  
 
God doesn't just allow pain into our 
lives, but sometimes He causes it. He 

might cause pain into our lives to 
remind us that He's still there. It can 
be a test or a wakeup call to get us 
back on track. God will never allow 
pain in our lives that we can't handle. 
In this life on earth, we will go 
through pain almost every day, But 
Revelation 21:4 says: “And God shall 
wipe away all tears from their eyes; 
and there shall be no more death, 
neither sorrow, nor crying, neither 
shall there be any more pain: for the 
former things arepassed away”. 
When Jesus takes us home, we will 
never experience pain ever again.  
 
We tend to look at pain as a bad 
thing, and it is... but it is also a good 
thing. We shouldn't pray asking for 
God to take away the pain, but rather 
asking Him to help us through it. God 
will help us through our pain if we 
have faith in Him.  
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Mary Ramsey AdamsMary Ramsey AdamsMary Ramsey AdamsMary Ramsey Adams    
October 19, 1925October 19, 1925October 19, 1925October 19, 1925----November 4, 2014November 4, 2014November 4, 2014November 4, 2014    

 

Our beloved “Granny” was born as Mary 

Elizabeth Ramsey on October 19, 1925, in 
Kentucky. She was the youngest of four 
siblings, having two older sisters and an 
older brother. Mary’s father left the family 
when she was quite young, but her mother 
was a loving Christian woman who raised 
her family the best she could in the difficult 
times of the Great Depression, often taking 
in laundry and sewing from neighbours and 
selling baked goods to make ends meet. 
When she was still a little girl, Mary asked 
Jesus to be her Saviour, making Him the 
Lord of her life. 
 
As a young woman, Mary took it upon 
herself to write and circulate a church news-
paper with updates about all of the soldiers 
from their community who were fighting in 
World War II. At the age of 19, she was 
engaged to a young man named Jimmy, 
whom she had met at church. Jimmy, a 
pilot for the United States Air Force, was 
killed by a kamikaze aircraft while on his 
last mission, just a few months before they 
had planned to be married. A few years 
later, Mary met Edward Adams at church. 
He was a young World War II veteran who 
worked as a salesman after the war. They 
were soon married and were later blessed 
with two children, William (“Bill”) and 
Jayne.  
 
Mary’s adult years were very busy. She was 
active in her church and her community, 
constantly volunteering in various areas, 
such as caring for those with special needs, 
teaching Sunday school classes, creating 
church bulletin board displays, and keeping 
the roster for the little league baseball team. 
She was willing to do whatever needed to 
be done. Before her children were born 
and after they became teenagers, Mary 
worked for the Bell Telephone Company. 
Family was always a priority, and Mary 
made time to care for her children and her 
husband, who often worked two or three 

sales jobs to support his family. During 
these years, Ed and Mary took in Mary’s 
mother and sister, who were ill, as well as 
Ed’s father. Certainly, the highest priority 
in Mary’s life was her relationship with her 
Saviour. Every morning, she sat at the 
kitchen table with her cup of coffee and 
read her Bible and prayed. Truly, her 
source of strength and joy in the midst of 
her busy schedule was the Lord.  
 
Ed’s dream had always been to retire in 
Florida. It had been a favourite vacation 
spot of theirs through the years. Once 
while swimming in the ocean, the two had 
become caught in a rip current that drew 
them far out to sea, and they both nearly 
drowned because Mary could not swim 
well and Ed refused to leave her side. As 
the waves crashed upon them, he con-
stantly swam beneath the surface and 
pushed her up. The pair believed they 
were moments away from eternity and 
exchanged final words, affirming their 
love for one another. They were at peace, 
knowing that if they were to die, they 
would be absent from the body and pre-
sent with the Lord. Their lives were 
spared, however, when help arrived a 
short time later. Ed’s dream of retiring in 
Florida was realized in the 1970s, when 
the couple moved to Daytona. Upon 
moving to Florida, Ed and Mary found a 
new church and became involved there. 
Mary continued to work for Bell, and they 
both enjoyed their time at the beach. 
Mary often read to Ed while he fished.  
 
Mary and Ed had been living in Florida 
for a couple of years when Ed was diag-
nosed with terminal cancer. He was gone 
just 17 days later, suddenly leaving Mary 
a widow. She spoke of Ed often through-
out the rest of her life and missed him 
greatly. She never removed her wedding 
ring for the many years she was a widow. 
Mary stayed in Florida to continue work-
ing for a few more years. After the birth of 
her first grandchild, Jennifer, she moved 
to New Jersey, where Bill and his wife 
Debbie lived. Soon three more grandchil-
dren—Jonathan, Jason, and Justin—

followed. Mary, now retired, loved serv-
ing at Rosedale Baptist Church and en-
joyed visits from her grandkids. At this 
point, nearly everyone who knew Mary 
called her “Granny,” because she treated 
everyone like family, showing her uncon-
ditional love through her actions.  
 
When Bill felt the Lord calling him to start 
a church in Canada, Mary decided to go 
with him and his family to help with the 
new ministry. Mary was a tremendous 
blessing in the early years of Vaughan 
Baptist Church, willing to serve in what-
ever capacity she could. She babysat her 
grandchildren while Bill and Debbie visit-
ed prospects for the church; helped Deb-
bie around the house—she loved ironing 
and would often hum as she did house-
hold chores; organized Bill’s books, ser-
mon tapes, and files; copied the church 
bulletins; painted; worked in the nursery; 
taught children’s classes; and did many 
more things! During these years, Mary 
looked forward to her annual bus trip 
home to Kentucky to visit her daughter 
Jayne and other family members.  
 
Over the last several years, Alzheimer’s 
disease slowly and steadily took from 
Granny her sweet personality, her quick 
wit, her classy sense of style, her ability to 
beat everyone at Scrabble, her communi-
cation skills, and her precious memories, 
especially those of her Saviour—Who 
meant everything to her. We rejoice that 
as she inhaled her first breath of celestial 
air, she was once again herself. She is 
now at home in the presence of Jesus 
and has been reunited with Ed and other 
loved ones. Those of us who have ac-
cepted Christ as Saviour look forward to 
seeing her again in Heaven. If you have 
not accepted Christ as your personal Sav-
iour, Mary would tell you to do so without 
delay so that you too can have a home in 
Heaven.  
 
John 11:25: “Jesus said unto her
[Martha], I am the resurrection and the 
life: he that believeth in me, though he 
were dead, yet shall he live.” 
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THE ANCHOR 
A Ministry of  

Vaughan Baptist Church  
8274 Islington Avenue 

Woodbridge, ON L4L 1W8 
(905) 851-7100 

Web: www.vaughanbaptistchurch.org 

E-mail: info@vaughanbaptistchurch.org 
 

Would you like to share your testimony? Do 
you have a  special story, event, prayer 

request or any other information you would 
like to share with your church family? 
Please contact us at the church office by 

phone or email. 

 

Our Schedule of Services 
 

MINISTRIES ON SUNDAY 

Sunday School  

             for all ages 10:00 am 

Morning Worship 11:00 am 

Evening Service      6:00 pm 

We have fully staffed and supervised 

nurseries at all services. 

 

MINISTRIES ON WEDNESDAY 

Bible Study and  

    Prayer Meeting    7:00 pm 

We are an Independent Fundamental 

Baptist Church, located in the heart of 

Woodbridge, Ontario, Canada. The 

Church is located 5 minutes north of 

Metropolitan Toronto and 20 minutes 

from Toronto Pearson International 

Airport, and only a 40 minute drive from 

downtown Toronto. 
 

William E. Adams, D.Min.,  

Senior Pastor 

James Hird, B.Th.,  

Youth Pastor 

The True Meaning Of Christmas 
 

Jesus Christ was born this day 
So many years before 

He came a servant to the lost, 
Though he was Lord of Lords 

 
We celebrate this joyous time, 

Reflecting on His birth 
Not born in a mansion, but a stable 

As if He had no worth 
 

He came so He could identify 
With the human heart of man 
And gave His life as a sacrifice, 

Offering a better plan 
 

A plan that reconciles us back 
To our loving Father God, 

Bringing hope and redemption 
from 

Sins ruling, iron rod 
 

For this is the only reason that we 
Should celebrate this day, 

To become focused on anything 
else, 

Would take the meaning away 
 

So let's arise with joy in our hearts 
And share it with everyone 

The meaning of Christmas will  
always be 

The birth of Jesus – God's son 
 

M.S.Lowndes 
 

Announcements and Events 
 
 

The first semester of the second 
year of the VBCA is now winding 
down.  Students and teachers are 
looking forward to their Christmas 
break!  New students can still enroll 
for the next semester beginning in 
January.  For more information, 
you can check the VBCA website 
www.vaughanbaptistacademy.org.  
 
 
Our annual Christmas Cantata was 
held on Sunday, December 7th, with a 
great crowd in attendance.  Our 33 
member choir was joined by a cast of 
children and young people.  It was a 
wonderful way to keep the true 
meaning of Christmas before us. 
 
 

Sunday, December 21st 
Sunday school for all ages, 10am; 
Morning worship service, 11am.  
There is no evening service. 

 
Wednesday, December 24th 

Christmas Eve service, 7pm – 8pm 
 

Sunday, December 28th 
Sunday school for all ages, 10am; 
Morning worship service, 11am.  
There is no evening service. 

 
Wednesday, December 31st 

New Years Eve service, 7pm 
 

Sunday, January 4th 
All regularly scheduled service start. 


