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In our Easter 

edition, I want to 
write of one 
d i s c i p l e 
surrounding the 
R e s u r r e c t i o n 
story who was 
forever labeled 
for an episode 
where his faith 
failed him. In 

John 11:16, the Apostle John writes of 
Thomas’ courageous leadership among 
the disciples concerning following 
Christ, “Then said Thomas, which is 
c a l l e d  D i d y m u s ,  u n t o  h i s 
fellowdisciples, Let us also go, that we 
may die with him.” But later, doubt 
would rob Thomas of a blessing.  I 
want you to consider,  
“The Blessings Of Belief.” 
 

Feed at the Place of Faith 
 
On Easter Sunday evening, when the 
disc ip les were assembled, the 
resurrected Lord appeared to them.  
But Thomas was not there.  John 
records this incident, “Then the same 
day at evening, being the first day of 
the week, when the doors were shut 
where the disciples were assembled for 
fear of the Jews, came Jesus and stood 
in the midst, and saith unto them, 
Peace be unto you.  And when he had 
so said, he shewed unto them his 

hands and his side. Then were the 
disciples glad, when they saw the 
Lord.  Then said Jesus to them again, 
Peace be unto you: as my Father 
hath sent me, even so send I you.  
And when he had said this, he 
breathed on them, and saith unto 
them, Receive ye the Holy Ghost: 
Whose soever sins ye remit, they are 
remitted unto them; and whose 
soever sins ye retain, they are 
retained. But Thomas, one of the 
twelve, called Didymus, was not with 
them when Jesus came” (John 20:19
-24). Jesus greets them with the 
salutation “peace.” The Lord wanted 
to quiet and calm their fear, unbelief, 
and confusion. John 20:25 says, “The 
other disciples therefore said unto 
him, We have seen the Lord. But he 
said unto them, Except I shall see in 
his hands the print of the nails, and 

From The Pastor’s Desk 

Pastor Bill Adams 

put my finger into the print of the nails, 
and thrust my hand into his side, I will 
not believe.”  Thomas was not in his 
place.  He missed this Sunday evening 
meeting with his brethren.  Think how 
his faith could have been greatly 
nourished in seeing what they saw.  He 
missed seeing the evidence in Jesus’ 
hands and side; he missed the 
reassurance (“peace”) of the Lord’s 
love and presence; he missed the 
reminder of his commission; he missed 
the filling of the Holy Ghost; and he 
missed the reminder of the magnitude 
of their work in the forgiveness of sins!   
 
You feed your faith by being in the right 
place at the right time.  Faithfulness to 
your personal devotions and in your 
attendance in church to hear the 
preaching of God’s word will feed your 
faith.  When you miss these times, you 
miss some blessings and your faith 
falters.  We are to feed (Acts 20:32; 
Rom.10:17) and be fed (John 21:16;2 
Timothy 4:2).  Alexander Whyte said, 
“Thomas was terribly punished for his 
absence from the believers; he missed 

“Which hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and stedfast…” Hebrews 6:19 
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the blessing of Christ’s presence and 
his first and second benediction of 
peace and was rewarded with a cup of 
disbelief.”  Chappell, in  his book, 
Sermons on Biblical Characters, said 
“Thomas was missing because he had 
lost hope.  He thought Christ was dead 
and the cause dead.”  When one loses 
hope in life, church attendance fails 
and their commitment to the cause 
wanes.  Feed your faith and your 
doubts will die. 
 

Frequent the People of Faith 
 
The blessings of faith flow  more easily 
when we are with our fellow believers.  
Hebrews 11, known as the faith 
chapter, clearly portrays the provoking 
others can play in our faith.  The writer 
to the Hebrews reminds his readers of 
such days in their lives and of the 
blessings of living in faith: “But call to 
remembrance the former days, in 
which, after ye were illuminated, ye 
endured a great fight of afflictions;  
Partly, whilst ye were made a 
gazingstock both by reproaches and 
afflictions; and partly, whilst ye became 
companions of them that were so 
used.  For ye had compassion of me in 
my bonds, and took joyfully the 
spoiling of your goods, knowing in 
yourselves that ye have in heaven a 
b e t t e r  a n d  a n  e n d u r i n g 
substance” (Heb.10:32-34).  Paul 
reminds Timothy of this truth: “Flee 
also youthful lusts: but follow 
righteousness, faith, charity, peace, 
with them that call on the Lord out of 
a pure heart” (2 Tim.2:22). David said, 
“Mine eyes shall be upon the faithful 
of the land, that they may dwell with 
me” (Psalm 101:6).  The Apostle Paul 
exhorted the Philippian believers, 
“Brethren, be followers together of 
me, and mark them which walk so as 
y e  h a v e  u s  f o r  a n 
ensample” (Phil.3:17).  William Barclay 
said, “Certainty is most likely to come 
to a man in the fellowship of believers.”   
 

Fulfill the Purposes of Faith 
 
Doubting faith does little for the Lord.  
James 2:17-18 says, “Even so faith, if 
it hath not works, is dead, being alone. 
Yea, a man may say, Thou hast faith, 
and I have works: shew me thy faith 

without thy works, and I will shew 
thee my faith by my works.”  Paul 
told the Corinthians believers that 
when their faith is enlarged, more 
could be done for the Lord, “Not 
boasting of things without our 
measure, that is, of other men's 
labours; but having hope, when your 
faith is increased, that we shall be 
enlarged by you according to our 
rule abundantly” (2 Cor.10:5).  The 
faith chapter of Hebrews 11 is filled 
with the deeds of those who had an 
active faith.  The Lord commented 
why His work was hindered, “And he 
did not many mighty works there 
b e c a u s e  o f  t h e i r 
unbelief” (Matt.13:58).  I heard Dr. 
Gibbs once challenge a congregation 
to establish a faith list with which to 
work on. Genuine faith works and 
accomplishes the will and purposes of 
God.  Warren Wiserbe said, “Easter 
is a truth that turns a church from a 
museum into a ministry.” 
 
May this Easter be a season of faith 
building for you.  Peter Marshall said, 
“The stone was rolled away from the 
tomb, not to permit Christ to come 
out, but to enable the disciples to go 
in.”  Don’t doubt your salvation.  
Make sure you are eternally secure 
by trusting Christ alone for your 
salvation.  Romans 5:1 says, 
“Therefore being justified by faith, 
we have peace with God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ.”  Romans 15:13 
says,  “Now the God of hope fill you 
with all joy and peace in believing, 
that ye may abound in hope, 
through the power of the Holy 
Ghost.”  Peace, joy, and assurance 
are all blessings associated with faith.  
Today, be filled with faith and enjoy 
the blessings of God. 
 
Thomas’ doubt was like that of the 
news of the battle of Waterloo with 
Napoleon and England’s leader 
Wellington. No telegrams came in 
that day.  News of the battle came to 
England from atop Winchester 
Cathedral.  A signal man in a ship 
sent news to a man on top of the 
cathedral. When the ship came in, fog 
blocked the full message and it read: 
“Wellington defeated.” There was 
doom and gloom over all England for 

two to three hours. Then the fog lifted 
and the ship could be seen.  The 
message became clear: “Wellington 
defeated the enemy.” All England 
rejoiced. This same gloom appears to 
have risen in the hearts of Christ’s 
disciples: “Jesus defeated.”  Then in 
three days, their hearts rejoiced, “Jesus 
defeated death and sin!”  Once 
confronted with the evidence, Jesus 
said to Thomas in John 20:29, 
“Thomas, because thou hast seen me, 
thou hast believed: blessed are they 
that have not seen, and yet have 
believed.” He is risen! Believe and be 
blessed! 
 

 YOUTH CORNER 
Pastor James Hird 

 

Pinpoint Focus 
 

“Let thine eyes look right on, and let 
thine eyelids look straight before thee. 
Ponder the path of thy feet, and let all 
thy ways be established. Turn not to 
the right hand nor to the left: remove 
thy foot from evil.” Proverbs 4:25-27  
 
There are so many distractions in our 
lives. There are so many different 
things that want to pull us away from 
the focus we should have on our Lord. 
For me personally, I can have my focus 
pulled away by hockey, basketball, or 
baseball. Even as I write this article, I 
think about the lure and excitement of 
the hockey and basketball playoffs 
coming; and the excitement of a new 
baseball season. These things can 
easily pull my focus away from the 
things of God.  
 
The verses that I quoted above from 
Proverbs chapter four gives us a clear 
idea on where our focus should be. It 
should be straight forward. Our 
pinpoint focus should be on the things 
of God. As I considered where our 
focus should be, I came up with three 
different thoughts in Scripture that will 
help us keep our focus on what God 
would have us do. These are the 
Cross, the Cause, and the Christ. Over 
the next three articles, I want to deal 
with each of these individually.  

(Continued on page 7) 
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The first one I want to look at is the 
Cross. The cross has been a symbol of 
Christianity for over 2000 years, since 
before the death and resurrection of 
Christ. Luke 14:27 says this, “And 
whosoever doth not bear his cross, 
and come after me, cannot be my 
disciple.” Christ knew what His 
suffering would be like. His expectation 
for His disciples and for us is that we 
ought to be willing to suffer for the 
cross. We must be willing to deny 
ourselves for the sake of what the cross 
represents. The cross embodies the 
ultimate cost of what following Christ 
means. It means suffering, shame, 
sacrifice, and loss. The cross should be 
our focus for how we should live our 
Christian lives.  

 
Paul writes in Galatians 2:20, “I am 
crucified with Christ: nevertheless I 
live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: 
and the life which I now live in the 
flesh I live by the faith of the Son of 
God, who loved me, and gave himself 
for me.” Paul speaks of the crucifixion 
of Christ here in a similar light to the 
way Christ spoke of the cross in Luke 
14. We know that Christ died on the 
cross before Paul became a follower of 
Him. Yet Paul speaks here of being 
“crucified with Christ.” This does not 
mean that Paul was not literally put to 
death with Christ, but it means that the 
busyness of this world was made dead 
to Paul. He was able to focus on the 
cross and the work of the cross. Paul 
identified with the cross. He lives 
through Christ because of the sacrifice 
that Christ made on the cross. We are 
bound by the cross to do the 
requirements of our Saviour.  

 
Paul finishes off the book of Galatians 
by saying this in chapter six verse 
fourteen. “But God forbid that I should 
glory, save in the cross of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, by whom the world is 
crucified unto me, and I unto the 
world.” The sooner we understand that 
we have nothing else to glory in save 
the cross, the sooner we will put all of 
our focus in doing the commands of 
the cross. Our slogan should be “for 
the glory of the cross.”  

(Continued from page 2) 
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A Teachable Spirit 
 

Have you ever had a loved one tell 

you about a flaw or a problem they 
see in your life?   You may find 
yourself not really agreeing with 
them, not seeing in yourself what 
they see.  But, as a Christian, we 
should take such things to the Lord in 
prayer.  Do we have a teachable 
spirit?  Who else but your family will 
tell you things plainly?  Who else 
would be so honest?  Hopefully they 
were kind in the way they told you 
but even if not, we must consider 
their words. 
 
We can have unbecoming attitudes 
and habits that we wear at home but 
would never display at church or 
work or with friends.  That’s because 
we want to be liked.  We don’t 
people to avoid us.  At home, 
however, we can complain, be 
critical, prideful, unthankful, negative, 
impatient, etc., and get away with it 
because they are family and they love 
us. And if there are little ones around, 
we are teaching them attitudes and 
habits that need to be replaced.  By 
the grace of God put off wrong 
attitudes and put on that which would 
honour Him and show a walk of trust 
and faith and thankfulness. 
 
We must daily grow as a Christian girl 
to be more and more like our 
Saviour.  This can only happen as we 
have a teachable spirit. God has so 
much He wants to teach us! Consider 
God’s word on this: “A wise man will 
h e a r ,  a n d  w i l l  i n c r e a s e 
learning” (Proverbs 1:5); “Give 
instruction to a wise man, and he will 
be yet wiser” (Proverbs 9:9); “Shew 
me thy ways, O LORD; teach me thy 
paths” (Psalm 25:4).  Do we have a 
teachable spirit? 
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VBCA Principal 
 

If you examine our school logo, you 
will notice that the Scripture reference 
Ephesians 6:10-18 is included. In these 
verses, Paul warns of the wiles of the 
devil and instructs Christians to put on 
the whole armour of God. We chose 
this passage for the logo because our 
prayer is that, upon leaving our school, 
students will be armoured, equipped, 
and ready to serve the Lord in 
whatever capacity He calls them to. 
Over the next several Anchor editions, 
we will study the aspects of this armour 
and how they apply to our students at 
VBCA. 
 
Ephesians 6:14 states “Stand 
therefore, having your loins girt about 
with truth.” In Bible days, a man would 
gird up his loins to prepare for battle or 
other rigorous physical activity. The 
flowing robes of ancient attire were 
tucked up and into a girdle or belt to 
allow for more movement. This was a 
signal that one was ready for a fight. As 
21st century Christians, we do not 
have to worry about literally girding up 
our loins to be able to manoeuvre in a 
battle; but we must always be ready to 
combat the enemies of Christ using 
truth. Truth keeps us steady and gives 
us firm footing in spiritual battles. 
 
Jesus said in John 17:17, “Thy 
[God’s] word is truth.” The only 
source of truth in this world is God’s 
Word. II Timothy 3:16 states that “All 
scripture is given by inspiration of God, 
and is profitable for doctrine, for 
reproof, for correction, for instruction 
in righteousness.” Our students are 
taught that God’s Word is valid and 
necessary and that it should be obeyed 
now and throughout their lives.  
 
In II Timothy 4:2-4, Paul tells Timothy 
to “Preach the word; be instant in 
season, out of season; reprove, 
rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering 
and doctrine. For the time will come 
when they will not endure sound 
doctrine; but after their own lusts shall 
they heap to themselves teachers, 
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Would you like to share your testimony? Do 
you have a  special story, event, prayer 

request or any other information you would 
like to share with your church family? Please 
contact us at the church office by phone or 

email. 

 

Our Schedule of Services 
 

MINISTRIES ON SUNDAY 

Sunday School  

             for all ages 10:00 am 

Morning Worship 11:00 am 

Evening Service      6:00 pm 

We have fully staffed and supervised 

nurseries at all services. 

 

MINISTRIES ON WEDNESDAY 

Bible Study and  

    Prayer Meeting    7:00 pm 

We are an Independent Fundamental 

Baptist Church, located in the heart of 

Woodbridge, Ontario, Canada. The 

Church is located 5 minutes north of 

Metropolitan Toronto and 20 minutes 

from Toronto Pearson International 

Airport, and only a 40 minute drive from 

downtown Toronto. 
 

William E. Adams, D.Min.,  

Senior Pastor 

James Hird, B.Th.,  

Youth Pastor 

 
 

Announcements and Events 
 

VAUGHAN BAPTIST CHRISTIAN ACADEMY 
 
The VBCA is completing its second semester.  
Enrolment season is in progress with a limited 
number of openings for grades 1–7.  Semi-annual 
mortgage payments continue to be made on the 
future VBCA building which we will take 
possession of for the start of classes in September, 
2015.  These semi-annual payments are definitely 
a challenge and any gifts to help us would be a 
true blessing.  If you have any questions regarding 
the VBCA, just contact the church and ask for 
Administrator Daniel Bousquet.  For more 
information, you can check the VBCA website at 
www.vaughanbaptistacademy.org.  
 

Evangelist Max Alderman 
Sunday, June 1st to Tuesday, June 3rd 

 
Friend Day and BBQ 

Sunday, June 22nd  (no evening service) 

having itching ears;  And they shall turn 
away their ears from the truth, and 
shall be turned unto fables.” Sadly, 
many institutions of the world today 
have turned the truth of God’s Word 
into fables and have been teaching 
others these lies. Lies such as Evolution 
and Humanism dominate modern 
curricula. Bible stories, if taught at all, 
are considered fables or are studied as 
no more than classic literature. Young 
people who are taught these false ideas 
and begin to believe them will not be 
equipped with the fundamental 
weapon in spiritual battles: truth.  
 
At VBCA, it is our goal to teach 
students the importance of internalizing 
the Word of God through their 
personal devotions and through 
listening to preaching and teaching so 
that they are ready for a spiritual battle 
at any time. 


