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“Which hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and stedfast…” Hebrews 6:19

From The Pastor’s Desk
Pastor Bill Adams
This

quarter I
would like to
write
on
a
subject that most
p e o p l e ,
i n c l u d i n g
Christians,
struggle
with:
patience.
We
are so busy with
life that there is
little time to “let patience have her
perfect work, that ye may be perfect
and entire, wanting nothing” (James
1:4). With all the demands of life
straining, stressing, and stretching us,
there is not much elastic left with which
to just “wait”. From waiting in line at
the bank, grocery store, or doctor’s
office to waiting for medical tests results
or a loved one to change their
behaviour, patience-perfecting can be a
hard thing to let happen. Many of us
could identify with the readers of
Hebrew 10:36, “For ye have need of
patience…” In this issue I want us to
consider some lessons that Jesus gave
on patience from John’s account of the
resurrection of Lazarus. “Wait Upon
The Lord.”
His Love Is Passionate
In John 11:1-3, John identifies three in
a family who worshipped and loved
Jesus. John records, “Now Jesus loved
Martha, and her sister, and
Lazarus” (John 11:5). Jesus further
identified Lazarus to his disciples as
“our friend” (John 11:11). This love
was passionate, deep, devotional, and
emotional as seen in the words for love:
v.3 “phileo” and v.5 “agape.” This was
no casual or impersonal association.
When you go further into the story, you
see the depth of this relationship.

When Lazarus dies, John states that
Jesus “groaned in the spirit, and was
troubled” (v.33) and wept (v.35).
The on-looking Jews commented,
“Behold how he loved him!”(v.36).
Because the Lord does not answer
our prayers immediately or allows us
to go through trial and tribulation, it
does not mean He does not love us.
Just as these three had a passionate,
fervent relationship with their Lord, so
the Lord today desires a close,
compassionate communion with us.
May we wait upon our Lord for
whatever the reason He chooses to
delay us, knowing His intimate care
and concern for His children. As
Peter said, “Casting all your care
upon him; for he careth for you” (1
Peter 5:7).
His Timing Is Perfect
Even though He loved them, Jesus
waited two days before even
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responding (John 11:6-7). In fact,
Jesus did not get to where they were
until four days had passed (v.17).
Martha questioned Him, saying that if
He had been there, Lazarus would not
have died (v.21). But Lazarus needed
to die in order for Jesus to do a miracle.
And this miracle would prove His
identity and power and nurture faith in
His disciples.
John records Jesus
words: “To the intent ye may
believe”(v.15). Martha had faith in the
future resurrection (v.24) and in Who
Jesus was (v.27) but she seemed to
lack faith for the present trial they were
facing. Christian, our Lord has the
power to resurrect your body someday
but He also has the power to meet your
everyday needs.
Isaiah 46:9 says,
“Remember the former things of old:
for I am God, and there is none else; I
am God, and there is none like me,
Declaring the end from the beginning,
and from ancient times the things that
are not yet done, saying, My counsel
shall stand, and I will do all my
pleasure.” Christian, if you can trust
God for eternal life, trust Him through
all the earthly trials and tribulations that
you must endure.

Page 2
Wait on the Lord, knowing Him and
rest assured that the timing for His
response will be perfect.
His Glory Is Paramount
John reveals Jesus’ reason behind His
delay: “This sickness is not unto death,
but for the glory of God, that the Son
of God might be glorified
thereby” (John 11:4). Jesus would be
glorified in this perfectly timed miracle.
John recorded another perfectly timed
miracle which would have a blind man
be given his sight: “And as Jesus
passed by, he saw a man which was
blind from his birth. And his disciples
asked him, saying, Master, who did
sin, this man, or his parents, that he
was born blind? Jesus answered,
Neither hath this man sinned, nor his
parents: but that the works of God
sh o u ld b e m a de m a ni f e st in
him” (John 9:1-3). This man had to
wait for his miracle until he grew into
manhood. You may have to wait for an
answer to prayer; for a job; for a date;
for a mate; for a purchase; for relief
from something. But wait, because
God may have chosen you and your
trial to do a wondrous miracle that will
glorify His name. Isaiah 43:7 says,
“Even every one that is called by my
name: for I have created him for my
glory, I have formed him; yea, I have
made him.”
The Lord Jesus Christ would glorify
Himself through three beloved friends.
None knew what He would do and
why He would wait so long. Most
times, at the beginning of a patientperfecting trial, we will not understand
why God is doing what He is doing.
But wait in faith and let God work out
His will for His glory. Paul wrote to the
Thessalonian church and said, “So that
we ourselves glory in you in the
churches of God for your patience and
faith in all your persecutions and
tribulations that ye endure” (2
Thes.1:4). David said, “I had fainted,
unless I had believed to see the
goodness of the LORD in the land of
the living. Wait on the LORD: be of
good courage, and he shall strengthen
thine heart: wait, I say, on the
LORD” (Psalm 27:13-14).
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Sometimes the waiting will be for
lesser things, like waiting in traffic,
while other times the waiting may
involve life-changing events.
But
may we learn patience because
patience will mature us. And mature
Christians are vessels whereby God
can be glorified.

YOUTH CORNER
Pastor James Hird

Prayer and Gratifying
Our Lust
James 4:3-8

M

y two older children love to eat.
The funny thing is, they never ask for
the right, healthy kind of food that
they should, but for junk food. They
focus on what they think will taste
good, instead of what is right for
them.
As Christians, we fail in a similar
matter. James brings this to our
attention here in chapter four. He is
clear that when we pray, we often put
the emphasis on what things we
would like, or what we would like the
outcome of a certain situation to be.
We forget what Jesus told His
disciples in Luke 11:2, “When ye
pray, say, Our Father which art in
heaven, Hallowed be thy name. Thy
kingdom come. Thy will be done, as
in heaven, so in earth.” We should
always be praying for God’s will to be
done, not for the lust of own hearts.
James continues this theme in verse
four. He brings to our attention one
of the possible reasons that we ask
for the wrong things from God. We
have a friendship with the world.
Paul tells us in Philippians 2:15,
“That ye may be blameless and
harmless, the sons of God, without
rebuke, in the midst of a crooked
and perverse nation, among whom
ye shine as lights in the world.”
John tells us in I John 2:15-16,
“Love not the world, neither the
things that are in the world. If any
man love the world, the love of the
Father is not in him. For all that is in

the world, the lust of the flesh, and the
lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is
not of the Father, but is of the world.”
Both of these passages make it clear
that we should have nothing to do with
the things of this world. We are to be
shining lights, and the uncleanness of
this world will dirty the reflection of that
light.
Verse five finds James referring back to
what Solomon wrote in Proverbs
21:10, “The soul of the wicked
desireth evil: his neighbour findeth no
favour in his eyes.” Often, we look at
the world and desire what they have.
They seem to be able to do anything
they want. They are not restrained by
God’s Word. This is because Satan
has blinded them to the true
consequences of how they live. Yet,
we as Christians envy them. We want
that same perceived freedom that they
have, even though we know that the
way they go leads to hell. We should
stay away from the things of this world.
John tells us in I John 2:17, “And the
world passeth away, and the lust
thereof: but he that doeth the will of
God abideth for ever.” The world will
pass away. Revelation is clear about
that. We should not envy this world.
James gives us the cure to gratifying
our lusts. HUMILTY! God gives grace
to the humble. SUBMISSION! God
wants our obedience.
From the
Garden of Eden, we see that we are
disobedient, but when we give God
control of our lives, we will have the
desires of heart. I John 5:14-15 says,
“And this is the confidence that we
have in him, that, if we ask any thing
according to his will, he heareth us.
And if we know that he hear us,
whatsoever we ask, we know that we
have the petitions that we desired of
him.”
Verse eight is one of my favourite
verses. It says, “Draw nigh to God,
and he will draw nigh to you. Cleanse
your hands, ye sinners; and purify
your hearts, ye double minded.” This
verse can be summed up with these
words: cleave, cleanse, and make
chaste. We must cleave to God. We
must stay as close as we can to Him.
We must cleanse our hands, the
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outward instruments of action. We
must chase away the double-mindness.
We must make our heart chaste so it
belongs only to God. Only then will
w e s t o p w or r y in g ab o u t o u r
gratification and take care of God first.

A Woman’s Window
Mrs. Debbie Adams

Bold Accessibility

D

o any of you ladies remember the
story of Nehemiah? He happened to
have the job of cup bearer to a king.
The wonderful thing about him is that
he was a very godly and spiritual
person. He cared very deeply for God
and for his people and for his
homeland.
Yet, here he was; a
servant, far away in another land.
And, he could do nothing about the
needy situation of his beloved city with
its walls broken down and its people
unprotected…or could he?
Since he had heard of the dire
situation, he had been fasting and
praying for several weeks and pleading
with God about it.
His heart was
broken. Then one day, as he was at
work, cup bearing, Nehemiah took
advantage of the accessibility he had
with the king. He quickly prayed once
more and spoke to his employer.
Praise the Lord, for the king was
gracious and kind! Nehemiah was
given all he asked for and it was
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because of the good hand of his God
upon him. (See Neh. 2: 8)
Just as Nehemiah took advantage of
the accessibility he had with the king,
we too, have great accessibility. But,
it is with the King of Kings! Heb.
4:16 says, “Let us therefore come
boldly unto the throne of grace, that
we may obtain mercy and find grace
to help in time of need.” God wants
us to come boldly. His throne is a
throne of grace.
Our holy God
accepts the presence of sinful man
because He sees we are covered with
the righteousness of His only Son.
The Giver will give to us in our time
of need and many times, as
Ephesians states, “…above all that
we ask or think.”
Nehemiah was able to do something.
It started with his bold accessibility
toward the heavens. It really was a
miracle that the king let him go and
he was even given all the resources
needed for the job!
As Christian ladies are we taking
advantage of the great accessibility
we have with God? We would do
well to follow Nehemiah’s example.
He heard and saw there was a need.
He was burdened to the point of
tears and mourned about the
situation. He fasted and prayed for
many days and nights. He made
sure his heart was right, asking God
to forgive his own sins and the sins of
his people’s, as well as all their
disobedience.
He reminisced of
God’s truths and promises.
He
assured God of their servitude and

fear (reverence) of Him and asked that
God would grant him mercy in the
sight of this king (his employer). Could
these be the reasons why the good
hand of his God was upon him? It is a
good lesson for us to see the right way
of coming to God. Then we, too, can
with confidence, come boldly to God’s
throne of grace in our time of need.

Foundations In Education
Daniel Bousquet
VBCA Principal
What Are the Differences between
Montessori Schools and VBCA?

W

ith the popularity of Montessori
schools in our area, some may be
wondering if VBCA will be similar to
these schools. VBCA’s educational
philosophy is actually quite different
from that of traditional Montessori
schools. Of course, not every
Montessori school holds to each tenet
of the Montessori method, but there is
great value in studying the source of
this method to see what it is based
upon. Let’s look at three ways in which
traditional Christian education differs
from the Montessori method: the
purpose of the teacher, the nature of
the child, and the area of discipline. In
order to examine the true Montessori
philosophy of education, I will be
quoting directly from Maria Montessori,
the Italian educator of the early
(Continued on page 6)
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twentieth century who founded the
Montessori method.
First, Montessori believed that the
teacher existed to simply guide and
facilitate learning. In her book
Childhood Education, she stated, “The
child learns by his own activity, taking
culture from the environment and not
from the teacher.” In another section of
the book, she wrote, “Our first
teacher...will be the child himself, or
rather the vital urge with the cosmic
laws that lead him unconsciously.” She
believed that the student could best
learn when the teacher left him or her
alone and let nature take its course;
through curiosity and experimentation,
the child eventually found knowledge
within himself, by himself. According to
Montessori, the teacher’s role “consists
rather in stimulating interests than in
actual teaching.” At VBCA, we believe
that the trained teacher, not the child,
is best equipped to decide what the
agenda is for the day. The teacher will
educate students using a definite daily
curriculum. In the Bible, we see a
pattern of the older teaching the
younger, not the other way around.
Second, Montessori believed that the
child was good, but that society or the
environment corrupted him or her. In
Childhood Education, Montessori
admitted, “I...had decided to agree
with him [Rousseau] that ‘in man all is
good, but everything is spoilt in contact
with society.’” However, the Bible
states in Romans 3:10, “There is none
righteous, no, not one.” Also, Romans
3:23 says, “All have sinned and come
short of the glory of God.” As Biblebelievers, we know that children are
born with a sin nature because of
Adam’s fall in the Garden of Eden;
consequently, no one has to teach a
child to lie, bite, or hit. Montessori
believed that the key to solving the
world’s problems was “a universal
revolution...[that] requires only that
man should raise his values and
become the master, instead of the
victim, of the environment he has
created.” Instead of a “universal
revolution” of raising values, what this
world needs is Jesus! At VBCA, we
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know that children are not perfect,
and we are prepared to partner with
the parents in leading students to a
saving knowledge of Jesus Christ and
in training them in character qualities.
Third, Montessori de-emphasized
discipline and structure in her
schools. She claimed that “rigid
classwork and enforced discipline
project the delicate world of
childhood into a pernicious and alien
atmosphere.” She thought that
traditional educators encouraged
children to grow up too quickly by
expecting them to obey: she felt that
forced obedience led to the “negation
of the child’s personality.” In her
opinion, obedience was the result of
freedom, not structure. In her book
The Child in the Family, she
described the child this way: “No
slave was ever so much the property
of his master as the child is of the
parent...Never were the rights of man
so disregarded as in the case of the
child. No worker has ever blindly had
to follow orders as much as the
child.” As Christians, we know that
God’s plan is that parents bring up
their children “in the nurture and
admonition of the Lord” (Eph. 6:4).
This does include correcting
inappropriate attitudes and
behaviours and expecting that
children obey. Scripture emphasizes
punishment for sin and reward for
virtue time and time again. The Bible
says that “even a child is known by
his doings, whether his work be pure,
and whether it be right” (Prov.
20:11). At VBCA, we believe that
expecting childr en to follow
reasonable rules is to their advantage.
Many times, rules are for the
students’ protection. Other rules,
such as raising one’s hand in order to
speak, are to ensure that each
student is able to enjoy an
environment conducive to learning.
At VBCA, the teacher will be the
instructor and authority in the
classroom, not simply the learning
facilitator. At our school, we believe
that all children are born with a sin
nat ur e— th a t it is n ot t he ir
environment that corrupts them. The

solution to this sin problem is not a
revolution, but a relationship with Jesus
Christ. Finally, we believe that
discipline and structure are necessary
to the successful management of the
classroom.

A Personal Testament
JoJo-Ann Pienaar

As

a young child growing up in a
small town in South Africa, my parents
dropped me off at Sunday School,
very seldom attending chur ch
themselves. All I remember was
silliness and teasing from distracted
kids. Years later I attended a Baptist
VBS for one day. There I responded to
the invitation at the end of the morning
session by joining others at the front of
the hall. This I gladly did, having no
understanding of what I was doing. I
don't know why I went. I did not attend
again. Those were carefree years.
During my teenage years we decided
to attend a new church which had
been built close to us, after hearing the,
then, surprising news of my older
brother's baptism there. Soon I joined
too, not knowing they preached a false
gospel, maintaining that baptism is
integral to salvation. Years later our
membership there ended rather
dramatically. Once I was married
(being biblically illiterate) I jouned
another apostate church, which taught
extra-biblical enlightenment through
the 'special gift' of tongues and
interpretations. Although at first very
strange, through familiarity and
integration, I came to accept this lie as
truth. Like Eve, I was willingly
deceived, and went my own way,
believing God would bless me. Life
became a twisted, vicious, wicked lie,
and the truth of what I was dawned on
me. Deceit and delusion, born out of
false 'messages from God', unraveled
the whole church. Devastation, despair,
destruction swamped us. I saw myself
as I really was, a wicked, evil sinner,
against God and for myself.
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In total despair I fell on my knees and
called out to God, confessing my sins
and crying out to Him. As I wept
before Him, I thought of the incident in
Daniel, where God gives Daniel the
interpretation of the writing on the wall.
King Belshazzar was feasting, using
God's holy vessels for debauchery, and
God judged him. Suddenly, I knew
that the writing was for me too. I found
a Bible and searched for the passage,
Daniel 5, and not remembering what it
said, quickly read it... "Thou art
weighed in the balances, and art found
wanting." A sudden shock, like a sharp
stabbing blade pierced my heart. That
message was for me. God's judgement
was falling on me too. Balshazzar died
that night, my punishment should be
the same...but...
I cried aloud to God for His great
mercy and grace. "The soul that
sinneth it shall die." "The wages of sin
is death." "There is a way that seemeth
right unto a man, but the end thereof
are the ways of death." BUT...His
mercy is new every morning. He
forgave me. His Son, Jesus Christ, had
paid the penalty for my sin. Jesus had
suffered, bled and died for me, so that I
could have forgiveness, be covered
with His blood and righteousness and
have everlasting life, rather than the
eternal hell fire I so truly deserved.
Praise God, He redeemed me from the
curse of sin, and made me free. I
accepted His free gift of salvation, and
He not only forgave me, but gave me a
new heart. I no longer desired the old
ways, in fact they are detestable to me
now. He gave me so much more than I
ever deserved. Praise His holy Name. I
made reparation where I could, and
prayed for God's grace to heal where I
was unable to touch. His promises are
true and trustworthy.
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The Bible, the authorised KJV, God's
preserved Holy words, is an exciting
new book. It is all I need now for faith
and practice. I believe every word. I
trust Him fully. He is my Saviour.
Amen.

A Personal Testament
Ron Guinto

I

was born in Mexico, Pampanga,
Philippines on July 1967. I am the
sixth of eleven children in the family.
In my experience, life was so
challenging and I never really enjoyed
my childhood life considering that I
came from a poor family and at a
very early age, I learned to work for a
living. I admire so greatly my parents
despite how hard it was to support all
of us and I understood that they
could not afford to send us to school.
I had to earn money for my schooling
(including high school) and finished
my college as a self-supporting
student. I also helped put all the rest
of my younger siblings through
college although all of them were
working students as well.
Prior to my salvation, I was raised as
a Catholic, convinced that going to a
Catholic Church and maintain good
works will take me to heaven and get
me closer to God. I never heard
anything about the saving grace of
God through our Lord Jesus Christ in
this Church.
I knew that I was a
great sinner - I was involved in
gambling, cheating, stealing and
many other horrible things. Every
time I saw a coffin, it scared me so
much and I was afraid of death
knowing that one day I will be lying in
that box.
In the mid of 1980’s, I heard on the
street, someone preaching the Word
of God not very far from our house.
That evening I felt like I had a great
desire to know God. In the crowd,
people were so excited, happy and
attentive listening to the preacher.
With so much need in my heart, I

joined those people and start having a
Bible in my hand and reading it more. I
got baptized, got involved in a group
Bible study and became a song leader
in that small Charismatic Church in our
village.
One Sunday in August 1992 is the
most memorable time of my life. I was
then working in the hospital and my co
-worker, Joel Sinamban, invited me to
attend their church evening service
after work and invited me to stay at his
place overnight. That evening, Joel
and I arrived in church on time and I
was asked to sit to the very front since
I was a first time visitor. I remember,
there was only one vacant chair and I
sat beside this lady who she shared her
hymnal with me when we started
singing. I introduced myself to her
after that evening service and found
out her name was Aurora (she
eventually became my wife - amen!).
Meanwhile, the Baptist Pastor was
really aggravating me and every word
that he said made me uncomfortable
and I noticed that he was focusing on
the Bible - the King James Bible. He
was giving the congregation a fiery
sermon on the subject of being
separated from this world.
I went
home with Joel to his place and he was
just constantly reading his Bible and he
asked me a question that no one has
ever asked me before. He looked at
me seriously and asked me if I was
100% sure if I died I was going to
Heaven. I didn't know how to answer
him - I considered myself a Christian
but at that moment I realized that I
wasn’t really sure if I was saved and
going to Heaven.
I needed to be honest so I told him that
I was not 100% sure but (to my
knowledge at that time) we can never
be sure of our salvation. Joel grabbed
his Bible and he assured me that the
Word of God can guarantee that we
can be sure of our salvation. He then
proceeded to expound the “Romans
Road” to salvation, we prayed and he
led me to Christ that night. I admitted
that I was a sinner bound for hell,
confessed and repented of my sins and
accepted the Lord Jesus Christ as my
personal Saviour who died and paid
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Our Schedule of Services

Announcements and Events
VAUGHAN BAPTIST
CHRISTIAN ACADEMY

The first students have been
enrolled but there is still time
to enroll your children for the
opening day of September 3,
2013.
Interested parents
should contact the church
and ask for the school
Administrator
Daniel
Bousquet.
For more
information, you can check
the VBCA website at:
www.vaughanbaptistacademy.org

Sunday Morning, July 21st
Friend Day and BBQ
(no evening service)
Sunday Evening, July 28th
Singspiration
Sunday Morning, August 18th
Friend Day and BBQ
(no evening service)
Thursday, August 29th
Vaughan Baptist
Christian Academy Open House
(4:00-7:00pm)
Sunday, September 15th
22nd Anniversary Service

MINISTRIES ON SUNDAY
Sunday School
for all ages
10:00 am
Morning Worship
11:00 am
Evening Service
6:00 pm
We have fully staffed and supervised
nurseries at all services.
MINISTRIES ON WEDNESDAY
Bible Study and
Prayer Meeting
7:00 pm

We are an Independent Fundamental
Baptist Church, located in the heart of
Woodbridge, Ontario, Canada. The
Church is located 5 minutes north of
Metropolitan Toronto and 20 minutes
from Toronto Pearson International
Airport, and only a 40 minute drive from
downtown Toronto.

William E. Adams, D.Min.,
Senior Pastor
James Hird, B.Th.,
Youth Pastor

THE ANCHOR
A Ministry of
Vaughan Baptist Church
8274 Islington Avenue
Woodbridge, ON L4L 1W8
(905) 851-7100
Web:
http://

www.vaughanbaptistchurch.org
E-mail:
info@vaughanbaptistchurch.org
Would you like to share your testimony? Do
you have a special story, event, prayer
request or any other information you would

the penalty of my sins at the cross of
Calvary ( I Cor. 15:1-4). I felt a great
relief that night and as my favourite
hymns says:
Born of the Spirit with life from above,
into God’s fam’ly divine
Justified fully thru Calvary’s love, O
what a standing is mine
And the transaction so quickly was
made, when as a sinner I came
Took of the offer, of grace He did
proffer, He saved me O praise His
dear Name
Heaven came down and glory filled
my soul
On July 19, 1997, I arrived in Canada
to join and live with my wife. God has
blessed us with two wonderful girls,
Eunice Joy and Abigail Jean. I first
joined the Lighthouse Baptist Church
of Toronto and got baptized by Pastor
R. L. Gatto. On April, 2012, we joined
and became members of the Vaughan
Baptist Church. It has indeed been an
incredible blessing to be part of this
Church surrounded with wonderful
people. Pastor Adams challenges me
every time I listen to his preaching and
I am growing spiritually with God’s
grace. My all-time favourite sermon is
“Heaven” (John 14 :2-3). I am so
blessed and continually praise God that
He saved me - a sinner saved by His
grace. Now I am a child of the King,
with Jesus my Saviour, I’m a child of
the King (John 1:12).

