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I have been a 
m e m b e r  o f 
various Baptist 
churches  fo r 
over 35 years, 
having grown up 
i n  a  l i b e r a l 
P r o t e s t a n t 
church and then 
“unchurched” 
for six years.  
During my days 
in Baptist circles, 

I have seen countless changes made in 
churches.  From my own personal 
experiences, there were a lot of 
“droppings.”  It seemed to start with 
men-only being ordained to the gospel 
ministry; that was dropped.  Then, the 
Baptist name in a church was dropped; 
then Sunday nights were dropped; then 
mid-week services were dropped; then 
Sunday schools were dropped; then 
door-to-door soul winning was 
dropped; then conservative music was 
dropped; then the King James Bible 
was dropped; then preaching was 
dropped; and so on.  I began to 
wonder why there were so many 
changes in church and other areas of 
the Christian life.  I’m sure there are a 
number of reasons, but I thought of 
three.  In this issue’s column, I want to 
write to you on: “Don’t Drop God-
directed Truth.” 
 

INTELLIGENCE 
 
In my undergraduate studies, I started 
out as an astronomy major, then the 
next semester I changed it to 

anthropology. I sat under some very 
intelligent professors in their field.  At 
that time in my life, I did not really 
know the Lord and the brilliance of 
these instructors overwhelmed me.  I 
took what they said about everything 
as the “gospel.”  Sadly, with no 
spiritual discernment, I didn’t sense 
the humanism and evolutionary bias.  
Academia in the classroom, whether it 
be secular or seminarian, can be a 
very persuasive element that must be 
sorted through.  As we are learning, 
we are usually at an intellectual 
disadvantage to the one teaching us.  

From The Pastor’s Desk 
Pastor Bill Adams 

But beware, because intelligence is not 
the end-all: Scriptural truth is.  The 
Bible warns us about knowledge: 
“knowledge puffeth up” (1 Cor.8:1).  
Paul said, “For the wisdom of this 
world is foolishness with God” (1 
Cor.3:19).  The Christian life is first a 
walk of faith, not intelligence. It is not 
logic, reason, or common sense that is 
to guide decisions related to our 
churches and Christian life.  It is not 
pragmatism (the end justifies the 
means) or a prosperity-based premise.  
Whether it be textual issues, miracles, 
or decent church order, let’s ensure that 
what is directing us is Scriptural truth 
not the limitations of a human mind.  
It’s not a doctoral degree that should 
direct my spiritual decisions but the 
Bible.  We are to believe and obey the 
Scriptures not because we agree, 

“Which hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and stedfast…” Hebrews 6:19 
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appreciate, or always comprehend 
them. Be careful about changing and 
dropping any kind of God-directed 
truth whether that source be a pastor, 
professor, or so-called Scriptural 
“scholar.”  
 

INDEPENDENCE 
 
The second reason that can cause us to 
drop God-directed truth is the impulse 
to act independently of God.  It was 
exercised by Eve, Cain, and Saul 
among others.  There is something 
within our old nature that just wants to 
do it’s own thing in spite of what God 
has said.  There is nothing wrong with 
trying new things as long as they don’t 
contradict Scriptural truth and cause us 
to drop things we’re supposed to be 
doing.  Sometimes, it can be  a 
rebellious spirit against authority.  
Other times, it may be that one goes 
through a bad spiritual experience and 
in defiance,  begins to conduct 
themselves contrary to sound doctrine.  
This independence can also arise out of 
an emotional experience related to 
unfulfilled spiritual expectations.  All of 
these could tempt us to act or react 
independent of God and cause us to 
rationalize and justify an unscriptural 
change. Regardless of the reason, 
when we make decisions without the 
support and sanction of the Scriptures, 
we fail to please Him.  Joshua and the 
Israelites made this mistake with the 
Gibeonites: “And the men took their 
victuals, and asked not counsel at the 
mouth of the LORD” (Joshua 9:14).  
Christians are to be dependent on 
three specific things for God-directed 
truth: salvation, the Spirit and the 
Scriptures.  At salvation, we receive 
Christ, who is the truth (John 14:6).  
The Holy Spirit (1 Cor.2:10-16) is our 
truth director: “Howbeit when he, the 
Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide 
you into all truth” (John 16:13).  John 
states, “thy word is truth” (John 
17:17).  The Psalmist said, “Thy 
testimonies also are my delight and my 
counselors” (Ps.119:24) and “Thy 
word is a lamp unto my feet, and a 
light unto my path” (Ps.119:105).  
Even the Apostle Paul was Scripturally 
challenged correctly by the Berean 
Christians as to his assertions: “These 
were more noble than those in 
Thessalonica, in that they received the 
word with all readiness of mind, and 
searched the scriptures daily, whether 
those things were so” (Acts 17:11).   
God needs no independent thinkers 
concerning truth.  There is no new 
truth to be unfurled.  Be careful of a 
man or movement that tells you to 

drop something spiritual.  Take heed 
to yourself that your independence 
doesn’t impede implementing God’s 
truth in your life.   
 

INFLUENCE 
 
The final area that can cause us to 
drop something spiritual is the 
influence that others can have upon 
us.  We are to be influenced by good:  
Timothy was challenged to be an 
example to others (1 Tim.4:12); the 
prophets stood as an example (James 
5:10); Paul exhorted the Philippians, 
“Brethren, be followers together of 
me, and mark them which walk so as 
y e  h a v e  u s  f o r  a n 
ensample” (Phil.3:17). In my 
preparation for the ministry, God 
provided so many wonderful 
examples to me .  In fact, five pastors 
in particular so impacted me that I 
have tried to emulate one particular 
quality I observed in each of their 
lives.  But, sadly, we can also be 
influenced wrongly.  We can see or 
hear or read what others are doing 
and begin to mimic them, not 
discerning the error of their way.  
Peter, on two occasions led good 
disciples astray.  Instead of fishing for 
m e n ,  P e t e r ,  m a y b e  i n 
discouragement or confusion, 
influenced others by his own 
movements: “There were together 
Simon Peter, and Thomas called 
Didymus, and Nathanael of Cana in 
Galilee, and the sons of Zebedee, 
and two other of his disciples. Simon 
Peter saith unto them, I go a fishing. 
They say unto him, We also go with 
thee. They went forth, and entered 
into a ship immediately; and that 
night they caught nothing” (John 
21:2-3).  Then, Paul confronts Peter 
over his decision to separate from the 
Gentiles.  Again, we see Peter’s 
influence upon others: “But when 
Peter was come to Antioch, I 
withstood him to the face, because 
he was to be blamed. For before that 
certain came from James, he did eat 
with the Gentiles: but when they 
were come, he withdrew and 
separated himself, fearing them 
which were of the circumcision. And 
the other Jews dissembled likewise 
with him; insomuch that Barnabas 
also was carried away with their 
dissimulation.” (Galatians 2:11-13).  
Influence is a powerful tool.  Used for 
good, it can ignite others to Scriptural 
action.  Used wrongly, it can 
persuade others to ignore Scriptural 
truth.  Be careful who influences you.  
Even well-intended Christians can 

cause us to bend or break the precepts 
and principles of Scriptural truth.  
 
Dropping Scriptural truth is easy to do.  
Many are doing it today.  Intelligence, 
independence, and influence challenge 
our choices.  But, whether it be related 
to our church life or Christian lifestyle, 
may we, by God’s grace and for His 
glory, not drop but hold onto Scriptural 
truth.  It is a sacred and solemn trust 
that has been committed to us. 
 
 

YOUTH CORNER 
Pastor James Hird 

 
Devising Your Own Direction 
“A man's heart deviseth his way: 
but the LORD directeth his steps.”  

Proverbs 16:9 
 

Samson is one of the strangest Bible 
characters.  God used him in a time of 
Israel’s history in which the children of 
Israel were making bad choices.  
Samson mirrors the wrong choices that 
they made.  He was promised to God 
under the Nazarite vow from the 
womb.  Samson made a series of 
wrong choices in his life.  He chose the 
wrong woman to marry.  He chose 
revenge over love.  He chose revenge 
over allowing God to take vengeance.  
He chose the love of a woman over the 
love of God.  Although God stood 
behind him on the other choices, when 
Samson chose Delilah over God, God 
left him to fend for himself. 
  
The choices you make today will affect 
your life tomorrow.  There is a saying, 
“There may be a thousand little 
choices in a day. All of them count.”  
What you watch on television, the 
music you listen to, the things you post 
on Facebook, or what you write in an 
email, are all choices that you make.  
How you decide to spend you time is a 
choice that you make.  The friends you 
chose and the text messages that you 
send them are choices that you can 
make.  These choices will have a huge 
effect on your life as you move 
forward.  Samson’s choices led to his 
captivity. Your choices can do the 
same. 
  
I started this article with the verse in 
Proverbs 16.  You can devise the way 
you will go in your life by the choices 
that you make today.  Almost all of you 
have designs on what you would like to 

(Continued on page 7) 
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do with your lives as you get older.  Having 
a plan for your live is a good thing.  
Understanding that the choices you make 
today affect the plans that you have for the 
rest of your life.  God has a plan for your 
life.  He wants you to follow His plan, but 
gives you the choice to follow it.  It is best 
when we chose to follow God’s plan and 
make the choices in our daily lives to fulfill 
God’s plan.  Solomon would write in 
Proverbs 19:21, “There are many devices 
in a man's heart; nevertheless the counsel 
of the LORD, that shall stand.” Solomon 
understood that although a man’s heart 
does not lead him right, if man allows God 
to control his heart, he has nothing to fear. 
  
God’s plan for Samson was clear from the 
time that he was conceived.  He was to be 
a judge of Israel and protect them from the 
Philistines.  Even though Samson made 
wrong choices, God would use him at the 
end of his life to fulfill God’s plan for his life.  
Samson would bring down the Philistines 
by bringing down the temple of the false 
god Dagon that they worshipped. 
  
God may not be so gracious to you.  There 
are many examples in God’s Word of those 
who made wrong choices and God chose 
to end their lives.  Ananias and Sapphira 
are one example that comes to mind.  They 
made the wrong choice and lied to God.  
God took their lives because of it.  This may 
be an extreme case, but we still see God 
today taking action against egregious 
choices that are made against His will by 
His children. 
  
Jesus shared with His disciples how He 
expected them to make choices.  In John 
13:15, Jesus says this, “For I have given 
you an example, that ye should do as I 
have done to you.”  Peter goes on to tell us 
in I Peter 2:21, “For even hereunto were 
ye called: because Christ also suffered for 
us, leaving us an example, that ye should 
follow his steps.”  Perhaps when you have 
a choice to make, you should ask the 
question as poised by Charles Sheldon, 
“What would Jesus do?”  In this, you will 
find that you will make the right choice and 
find the destination that God has set for 
you. 
 

A Woman’s Window 
Mrs. Debbie Adams 

 
Teachers of Good Things 

 
This article will be authored by some of 
the ladies of Vaughan Baptist Church 
who, at the end of May, attended a 
retreat offered by FaithWay Baptist 
Church in Ajax.  All the ladies who 
went, including myself, enjoyed the 
spiritual encouragement and fellowship 
with the other ladies very much.  It was 
a blessing to get away from some of 

(Continued from page 2) our duties and focus on learning 
things from the Bible and hear 
personal testimonies from some of 
the speakers.   
 
Here is what some of our ladies had 
to say about the retreat, how they 
were affected, where they were 
impacted the most: 
 
Cheryl ♥ “This was my first time 
attending the woman’s conference…
it was a blessing to hear testimonies 
from other women.  These women 
chose to obey and put the Lord first 
in their life.  Because of their choices, 
the Lord was able to work through 
them to give them the strength, 
guidance, and wisdom they needed 
to endure some very difficult 
circumstances.  I was very inspired 
and encouraged by their hopeful 
messages and I am looking forward 
to attending next years retreat.” 
 
Hulean ♥  “I went to the FaithWay 
Baptist Church with the ladies from 
our church.  The experience was a 
wonderful one for me from start to 
finish, but I was particularly blessed 
and challenged by Mrs. Kim’s topic, 
‘The Beauty for Forgiveness.’  She 
spoke about her constant pain due to 
all the surgeries she underwent, and 
her love for Christ and her family in 
the midst of it all.  She said we should 
envision our lives as a cup of coffee.  
If it is full with hate we can never 
experience the fullness of the Lord. 
We should instead ‘pour out our hate 
little by little and allow God to refill 
our cup with peace, love, joy, and 
most importantly, forgiveness.’  Only 
then can we experience ‘The Beauty 
of Forgiveness.’ ” 
 
Cara ♥ “Think before you speak. 
That was one of the many quotes 
that I heard over the weekend.  This 
one really touched me because of my 
kids.  At times, I react (yell) before 
thinking about what I say to them.  
Hearing that made me realize what I 
was doing.  I am praying and trying 
really hard to think before I speak!” 
 
Marta ♥ “I thank the Lord, for the 
opportunity to attend the ladies 
retreat.  It was great to be with more 
than 300 ladies and to listen to the 
testimonies of some godly women.  
The singing and music were 
heavenly.  One of the sessions that 
touched me was, ‘The Beauty of 
Faithfulness.’  Faith is trusting God’s  
promises with all our heart.  Out faith 

must work its way out of our hearts 
into our daily lives.  Out first priority is 
to be faithful to God.  How we acquire 
faith is found in Romans 10:17 ‘…faith 
cometh by hearing, and hearing by the 
word of God.’  Second:  We are to be 
faithful in our relationships daily.  
Philippines 4:5, ‘Let your moderation 
(gentleness) be known unto all men.  
The Lord is at hand.’  Galatians 3:11, 
‘…the just shall live by faith.’  Two 
other verses that spoke to me and 
encouraged me were Lamentations 
3 : 2 2 - 2 3  a n d  P r o v e r b s  3 : 3 .  
Faithfulness should be part of our daily 
lives and trust.  And one day, we will 
hear Jesus’ words, ‘…well done, thou 
good and faithful servant’ (Matthew 
25:21).” 
 
Debbie ♥ “As for me, I too heard 
many encouraging things by the 
speakers.  I was happy to be able to 
spend the day with the ladies from our 
church who were able to go.  We were 
all challenged and affected in some 
way by what we heard.  We were 
inspired.  One thing that Mrs. Kim Bui 
said that stuck was ‘not why me God, 
but, help me God.’  One of my very 
favourite ladies who spoke was Peggy 
Michel.  She talked about ‘The Beauty 
of Discipline.’  Always a favourite topic 
with me because I am not very sharp in 
this area.  She did an excellent job with 
her presentation.  I could tell she had 
spent many hours of preparation 
before she shared her heart with us.  
The ladies at FWBC always give their 
all for the ladies who have attended 
their retreat over the years.  There has 
always been the goal to glorify and 
honour Christ and to help us to apply 
the Scriptures to our lives.  They spend 
many months in preparation for that 
special weekend in May.  Our ladies 
were and have been thankful for their 
sacrifices and love and time   We are 
better because of them.  I have not 
always taken advantage of the 
opportunity to go, I regret to say.  My 
loss.  I am thankful for the memories of 
retreats past and truthfully, there has 
always been some touch of God’s 
heart to mine at these retreats.  This 
year was not an exception.” 
 
Another high-light of the summer was a 
luncheon we had in the fellowship hall 
here at Vaughan Baptist in the month 
of July for the ladies of our church.  
Over twenty ladies attended. Everyone 
brought something good to eat.  Two 
wonderful old timers (not in age, but 
long time members) graciously shared, 
at my request, a personal testimony of 
their own.  First, we had Carol speak.  
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Would you like to share your testimony? Do 
you have a  special story, event, prayer 

request or any other information you would 
like to share with your church family? 

Please contact us at the church office by 
phone or email. 

 

Our Schedule of Services 
 

MINISTRIES ON SUNDAY 
Sunday School  
             for all ages 10:00 am 
Morning Worship  11:00 am 
Evening Service      6:00 pm 

We have fully staffed and supervised 
nurseries at all services. 

 
MINISTRIES ON WEDNESDAY 

Bible Study and  
    Prayer Meeting    7:00 pm 

We are an Independent Fundamental 
Baptist Church, located in the heart of 

Woodbridge, Ontario, Canada. The 
Church is located 5 minutes north of 
Metropolitan Toronto and 20 minutes 
from Toronto Pearson International 

Airport, and only a 40 minute drive from 
downtown Toronto. 

 

William E. Adams, D.Min.,  
Senior Pastor 

James Hird, B.Th.,  
Youth Pastor 

Many of our ladies know she deals with 
the burden of living with Rheumatoid 
Arthritis.  I have known Carol for many 
years and this disease has lately been 
getting more difficult to bear for her.  
She is not able to do all the things she 
longs to do for Christ as well as for her 
family and grandchildren.  She shared 
with us in a very honest and open way 
that it isn’t easy and that day by day 
she must rely on the Lord for the hope 
and strength that the Bible promises.  
She shared with us the struggles and 
challenges to trust God on especially 
difficult, painful days and the thoughts 
of the future which only will yield more 
pain and more debilitating problems.  
The medications she has been taking 
for years are so powerful, they have 
actually caused other physical ailments.  
It was brave of her to be so open with 
us.  It gives us a greater understanding 
of her and someone like her and we 
hope to better pray now for Carol and 
those who also suffer with trials like 
this.  
 
Seema was our next speaker. She 
spoke on fasting and prayer. Her 
testimony started with the life of her 
father.  She shared that for years he 
had fasted and prayed for his family 
every Saturday morning even though 
he suffered from diabetes.  She noted 
that when the Lord took him Home ~ 
how things for the family didn’t go as 
smoothly as when their father was 
living.  She realized it was due to his 
faithful fasting and prayer with the 
Lord.  It was then that God burdened 
her to take up his mantle and follow his 
footsteps, taking time to regularly fast 
and pray over things.  It has been a real 
blessing to her and she encouraged us 
to do the same.   
 
Both ladies were inspirational and we 
thank God for their growth and for 
sharing the things God is teaching 
them, “…teachers of good things; That 
they may teach the young women to 
be sober, (ser ious minded)…
good…” (Titus 2:3-4). 

Announcements and Events 
 

Since our last issue, the Lord has 
blessed us with great attendance at 
3 special days: 2 Friend Days and a 
Picture Day. The BBQ’s have been 
full-filling! We have seen three 
baptized, two men BBQ’s at Pastor 
Hird’s home, a ladies retreat, a 
ladies seminar, and 2 work days.  
We have a had a number of 
miss ionar ies  on deputat ion 
presenting their ministry and have 
been blessed by the visit of some of 
our own missionaries: Brothers 
Bitun (The Philippines), Abdullatif 
( M u s l i m s ) ,  a n d  S t a n s f o r d 
(Newfoundland).  It has been a 
summer of many visitors, some 
“old” families moving back into the 
area, and God’s gracious hand 
upon us!  For all of this, we are 
humbled by His goodness. 
 

Ladies Walk 
Saturday, September 11th 

 
Scriptural Saturation Week 

Monday to Saturday 
September 13th-18th 

 
19th Anniversary Services  
Sunday, September 19th 

10am – Pastor Dennis Seely, 
Cornerstone Baptist Church, 
Carbonear, Newfoundland 

11am – Pastor Bill Adams, Vaughan 
Baptist Church 

(No Evening Service) 
 
Keep fasting and praying for open 
doors in our new property search! 
 
We have received just under $32,000 
so far toward our 23 month debt 
reduction goal of $100,000.  Thank 
you for your sacrificial offerings!  We 
are still praying for a mortgage burning 
service in December 2010. 


