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The Lord has 
cha r ged  t he 
Chr i s t i a n  to 
keep in constant 
contac t  wi th 
t h e i r  l o c a l 
church family: 

“Exhort one another daily, while it is 
called To day; lest any of you be 
hardened through the deceitfulness of 
sin” (Hebrews 3:13).  The early 
churches practiced this (Acts 2:46 – 
“continuing daily”; 1 Thes.5:11 
“comfort” – same word “exhort”).   
We, in the 21st Century, have 
additional means available to us in 
order to communicate with the 
brethren.  Not only can we write letters, 
but with all the technological advances, 
we can call on the telephone, e-mail, 
text, or blog.  The early church brethren 
basically had two choices: write or visit.  
In this month’s column, I would like to 
address the question: “E-mail or 
Exhort?”  The Greek NT word for 
“exhort” is comprised of two words, 
“kalew” = “to call” and “para” = 
“alongside.” Thus, to exhort someone 
is to encourage and comfort them by 
getting beside them.  You can exhort 
through writing but the word literally 
has to do with physically and personally 
getting alongside another.  A paramedic 
is a  medical person called alongside to 
assist you.  A paralegal is one you call 
alongside to assist in legal matters.  
Christians are called by God to get 
alongside a brother or sister in the Lord 
to offer comfort and encouragement.  
Consider three times when it is 
probably better to get near the 
brethren. 
 

BECAUSE OF SIGHT 
 
Sometimes, you need to actually see 
someone to better exhort them.  A 
letter, call, or e-mail just won’t do.   As 
Jeremiah saw God’s judgment on 
Judah, it affected him: “Mine eye 
affecteth mine heart” (Lam.3:51).  In a 
negative way, Lot was affected by what 
he saw: “For that righteous man 

dwelling among them, in seeing and 
hearing, vexed his righteous soul 
from day to day with their unlawful 
deeds” (2 Peter 2:8).  Barnabas 
exhorted the new Christians at 
Antioch because of what he saw: 
“Who, when he came, and had seen 
the grace of God, was glad, and 
exhorted them all, that with purpose 
of heart they would cleave unto the 
Lord” (Acts 11:23).  Sometimes, 
when we personally see what 
someone is going through, it affects us 
more.  It might be a health issue, a 
financial problem, or a living 
condition.  But seeing them in it 
causes you to be more understanding, 
sympathetic, and comforting.  Other 
times, the need is for them to see you.  
Paul, facing impending death, urged 
Timothy to come to see him: “Do thy 
diligence to come before winter” (2 
Tim.4:21). E-mails are easy but 
sometimes the brethren need a word 
of exhortation from someone near. 
 

BECAUSE OF SUPPORT 
 
Getting alongside someone definitely 
takes more time and effort.  But it 
shows more support.  Because of 
satanic attacks on the new Christians 
at Thessalonica, Paul felt he needed 
to get beside them to support them: 
“But we, brethren, being taken from 
you for a short time in presence, not 
in heart, endeavoured the more 
abundantly to see your face with 
great desire. Wherefore we would 
have come unto you, even I Paul, 
once and again; but Satan hindered 
us” (1 Thes.2:17-18).  When he 
couldn’t get there, he sent Timothy: 
“For this cause, when I could no 
longer forbear, I sent to know your 
faith, lest by some means the tempter 
have tempted you, and our labour be 
in vain. But now when Timotheus 
came from you unto us, and brought 
us good tidings of your faith and 
charity…” (1 Thes.3:5-6). To know 
how the Philippian brethren were 
doing, he sent Timothy to personally 
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visit them: “But I trust in the Lord Jesus 
to send Timotheus shortly unto you, 
that I also may be of good comfort, 
when I know your state.  For I have no  
man likeminded, who will naturally 
care for your state” (Phil.2:19-20).  The 
book of Acts is filled with the disciples 
showing their support to the brethren: 
“And Judas and Silas, being prophets 
also themselves, exhorted the brethren  
with many words, and confirmed 
them” (Acts 15:32). The word 
“confirm” means to strengthen and to 
support. Literally, it carries the meaning 
of helping to prop up someone.  Paul 
and his missionary team returned to 
some of the same cities: “Confirming 
the souls of the disciples, and exhorting 
them to continue in the faith, and that 
we must through much tribulation enter 
into the kingdom of God” (Acts 14:22). 
Paul’s personal visitation ministry of 
showing support is summed up in Acts 
18:22-23 “And when he had landed at 
Caesarea, and gone up, and saluted 
the church, he went down to Antioch.  
And after he had spent some time 
there, he departed, and went over all 
the country of Galatia and Phrygia in 
order, strengthening all the disciples.”  
Sometimes, an e-mail just won’t do.  
To show support, you must get 
alongside them.  
  

BECAUSE OF TOUCH 
 
There are times that the best way to 
exhort someone is by an embrace, to 
hold their hand, or put your hand on 
their shoulder.  You can’t do that by e-
mail.  There is just something about a 
touch to exhort someone. On 
numerous occasions, Paul and Peter 
exhorted the brethren to greet one 
another with a kiss (Rom.16:16; 1 
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Cor.16:20; 2 Cor.13:12; 1 Thes.5:26; 
1 Pet.5:14).  Paul’s farewell from the 
Ephesian brethren is marked by much 
touching: “And when he had thus 
spoken, he kneeled down, and prayed 
with them all.  And they all wept sore, 
and fell on Paul's neck, and kissed 
him, Sorrowing most of all for the 
words which he spake, that they 
should see his face no more” (Acts 
20:36-38). 
 
As the time of Christ’s return for His 
church draws near, the Lord says to us: 
“And let us consider one another to 
provoke unto love and to good works:  
Not forsaking the assembling of 
ourselves together, as the manner of 
some is; but exhorting one another: 
and so much the more, as ye see the 
day approaching” (Heb.10:24-25).  
David cried out:“No man cared for my 
soul” (Ps.142:4). In these difficult days, 
we need to care for one another and 
check up on them.  An e-mail might be 
convenient but is it the most effective 
way to show my support, comfort, and 
encouragement?  Though writing, 
phoning, blogging, or e-mailing has its 
time and place, there is no substitute 
for that personal, physical visit.  Real, 
deep, meaningful relationships are 
made and maintained by getting 
alongside one another.  With family 
members and friends in distant places, 
emailing is a great way to keep in 
contact.  But with my local church 
family so close, let’s get together and 
beside one another.  “And some days 
after Paul said unto Barnabas, Let us 
go again and visit our brethren in 
every city where we have preached the 
word of the Lord, and see how they 
do” (Acts 15:36). We live in a 
technological world but let’s not lose 
touch! 

GOOD TIDINGS 
 

Mother’s Day 
 
With over 40 mothers out on Mother’s 
Day, we showed our appreciation for 
their sacrificial service to their families 
with a potted flower. 
 

Ladies Retreat  
 
The ladies retreat in Ajax was well 
attended with eight our women coming 
back with a renewed vision of living a 
God-glorifying life as a godly woman. 

(Continued from page 1)  
Debt Reduction:  
Goal - $100,000 

 
We have received over $11,000 
toward our 23 month debt reduction 
goal of $100,000.  Thank you for 
your sacrificial offerings!  We are 
praying for a mortgage burning 
service in December, 2010. 

YOUTH 
CORNER 
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Parents 

Can’t Live With Them  
Can’t Live Without Them 

(Part 2) 
 
Last month we began to look at 
parents.  Life as a young person has 
many struggles, but many of them 
come back to our relationships with 
our parents.  I know that when I was 
growing up, my relationship with my 
father was difficult at times.  Some of 
these struggles can be attributed to 
my father and I being of the same 
personality, but most of the struggles 
that existed between us resulted from 
my own rebellion.  Very often the 
struggles that we have with parents 
can be attributed to our own 
rebellion.  We allow our pride to 
stand in the way.  Solomon teaches 
us that humility is the key to keeping 
any relationship strong.  He says in 
Proverbs16:19, “Better it is to be of 
an humble spirit with the lowly, than 
to divide the spoil with the proud.” 
  
In II Samuel chapter two, we see a 
poor example of two young men and 
their father.  Eli, the high priest stood 
before God and did what was right.  
His sons, however, did not.  The 
Bible says that they caused the 
people of Israel to abhor the sacrifice.  
We have no record of their 
upbringing, but the fact that they 
were in the service of the tabernacle 
would be cause to think that Eli had 
brought them up according to God’s 
law.  Because Eli did not discipline his 
sons, we find that God decided that 
He would forever remove Eli and his 
family from the work of the Lord.  It 
is possible that if Eli’s sons had 
hearkened to their father’s voice, 

instead of rebelling against it, they may 
have continued in the Lord’s work.  It 
is so important that we honour our 
parents.  We may not always 
understand what they are doing, but 
God has given us many commands to 
obey.  Solomon said in Proverbs 6:20, 
“My  son ,  keep  thy  f a the r ' s 
commandment, and forsake not the 
law of thy mother:”  Fathers may not 
always say the right things, but 
Solomon was trying to teach his 
children from his experience what were 
the right things to do.  He continues on 
in Proverbs 13:1, and says this, “A 
wise son heareth his father 's 
instruction: but a scorner heareth not 
rebuke.”  Eli’s sons were the scorners.  
They did not heed their father’s 
instruction.  Solomon refers to them 
again in Proverbs 15:5 when he writes 
this, “A fool despiseth his father's 
instruction: but he that regardeth 
reproof is prudent.”  If you will listen to 
your father, and learn from his 
experience, you may not make the 
same mistakes he did.   
 
All of us carry part of our parents with 
us.  We would be wise to learn from 
our parents.  If we want happy parents, 
then Solomon gave us the prescription 
in Proverbs 23:24, “The father of the 
righteous shall greatly rejoice: and he 
that begetteth a wise child shall have 
joy of him.” 

A Personal Testament 
Carol Lorusso 

 
Many believe that there are no 
coincidences in life and go further on to 
explaining it as fate, the forces of our 
universe, karma, etc. etc… Looking 
back on my life, I’d have to agree with 
the ‘no coincidences’ part. But it stops 
there. 

(Continued on page 4) 
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Would you like to share your testimony? 
Do you have a  special story, event, 

prayer request or any other information 
you would like to share with your church 
family? Please contact us at the church 
office by phone or email. You can also 

leave comments in our web site. 

 

Our Schedule of Services 
 

MINISTRIES ON SUNDAY 
Sunday School  
             for all ages 10:00 am 
Morning Worship  11:00 am 
Evening Service      6:00 pm 

We have fully staffed and supervised 
nurseries at all services. 

 
MINISTRIES ON WEDNESDAY 

Bible Study and  
    Prayer Meeting    7:00 pm 

We are an Independent Fundamental 
Baptist Church, located in the heart of 

Woodbridge, Ontario, Canada. The 
Church is located 5 minutes north of 
Metropolitan Toronto and 20 minutes 
from Toronto Pearson International 

Airport, and only a 40 minute drive from 
downtown Toronto. 

 

William E. Adams, D.Min.,  
Senior Pastor 

James Hird, B.Th.,  
Youth Pastor 

surprisingly simple, and I could not 
leave his office without making sure I 
had this salvation he spoke about, 
secured. But that was only the 
beginning. I could not get enough of 
this new knowledge and wondered 
why no one had ever told me before. 
 
 I didn’t know it at this time, but I was 
soon to be diagnosed with rheumatoid 
arthritis and I know now that the Lord 
was preparing me for difficult days 
ahead. Through it all, good days and 
bad, and those days that seem just too 
much to go through, He is there as 
steadfast as ever and He tells me to 
hang on to his promise. “…I will never 
l e a v e  t h e e ,  n o r  f o r s a k e 
thee.” (Hebrews 13:5). 
 
The list of people that the Lord has 
brought in my life at just the right time 
is mind boggling. He has even used my 
health problems to reach others for 
Christ, and it is at those times that He 
gives me a glimpse of His purpose. 
Then everything becomes easier 
somehow. Because of one man twenty 
six years ago who took the time to tell 
me about a man who died on the cross 
for me because he loved me that 
much, so many of my loved ones and 
friends in turn have come to Christ. He 
has taught me not to be ashamed of 
His name, and not to miss an 
opportunity when it presents itself, 
even with a total stranger. It may be the 
only one we will be given.  
 
His goodness goes on and on. One day 
in particular He knew just what I 
needed and He led me to a little 
church on Islington Ave., with eye 
catching quotes at its front door. 
Amazingly enough my (at the time) 
unsaved husband told me I should give 
them a call if I wanted to. Little did he 
(my husband) know that his days of 
spiritual wanderings were numbered 
with that phone call he asked me to 
make. 
 
Today I praise the Lord for His love 
and faithfulness in our lives. He has 
bought us out of the wilderness of 
doubt and darkness and has given us a 
place to come and serve Him. My joy is 
multiplied as my family stands together 
on the Lord’s Day praising His name 
with others who know and love Him 
too. But most important He has given 
us a place in His kingdom for all 
eternity and for that I will be forever 
thankful. “Rejoice in the Lord 
always!” (Philippians 4:4) 
 

 
For as long as I can remember I was 
always aware of God, and that He was 
more than the unseen presence that 
filled the colourful, icon filled churches 
of my little town in Italy and then the 
equally solemn, richly decorated 
churches of Toronto. I suppose that my 
attending mass sometimes more than 
once a day was my childish attempt at 
getting to know this awesome God a 
little more. But the ingrained rituals 
eventually raised more questions than 
answers.  I could not shake the feeling 
that somewhere there was more. 
 
The Lord definitely works in mysterious 
ways. He promised us thousands of 
years ago that: “… he that seeketh 
findeth; and to him that knocketh it 
shall be opened.” (Matthew 7:8).  I 
knew no Christians at that time to lead 
me to Him so He started opening 
doors for me. I’ve since learned that 
when the Lord wills something in your 
life, things around you move and 
change on their own. He brought me 
to a new job where my boss was a 
Christian, and we soon became friends.  
I still remember the afternoon he told 
me about having a relationship with my 
creator, and about salvation. The 
concepts were out of this world, yet 

John & Romans Blitz 
Saturday, May 30th  

10:00am to 12:00 noon 
 

Friend Day and BBQ 
Sunday, May 31st 
No evening service 

 
Friend Day and BBQ 

Sunday, June 28th 
 

Family Fellowship 
Tuesday, June 30th 

Mid-week Bible Study & Prayer 
Meeting with Family Fellowship 

following the service 
(Wednesday, July 1st is  

Canada Day) 
 

 Please keep fasting 
and praying for open 

doors in our new  
property search!! 


