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In our society, 
t h e  u s u a l 
process is for 
couples to date, 
go through an 
e n g a g e m e n t 
per iod,  then 

marry.  Though it sounds strange, 
couples can be married but not 
engaged.  By this I mean, they can live 
together as one flesh and yet be very 
distant in their relationship.  They are 
not connecting, interacting, or 
intimately involved with one another.  
In the same way, Christians can be in a 
relationship with God but not be 
grateful. This month, I want us to 
consider a Thanksgiving message: 
“Blessed But Not Thankful.” 
 
In his gospel, Luke, the physician, 
records the Master’s teaching related to 
a miraculous healing. “And it came to 
pass, as he went to Jerusalem, that he 
passed through the midst of Samaria 
and Galilee.  And as he entered into a 
certain village, there met him ten men 
that were lepers, which stood afar off: 
And they lifted up their voices, and 
said, Jesus, Master, have mercy on us.  
And when he saw them, he said unto 
them, Go shew yourselves unto the 
priests. And it came to pass, that, as 
they went, they were cleansed.  And 
one of them, when he saw that he was 
healed, turned back, and with a loud 
voice glorified God,  And fell down on 
his face at his feet, giving him thanks: 
and he was a Samaritan. And Jesus 
answering said, Were there not ten 
cleansed? but where are the nine? 
There are not found that returned to 
give glory to God, save this stranger.  
And he said unto him, Arise, go thy 
way: thy faith hath made thee whole.”  
(Luke 17:11-19).   
 

THE LIFE 
 
Lepers were ceremonially defiled and 
forced to live outside the village 
(Lev.13:46; Num.5:2-3).  These 
physically deformed and disabled 

individuals were living helplessly as a 
needy people.  Though there was a 
Samaritan among them, it appears 
this group of lepers were mostly 
religious Jews because of Jesus’ 
insistence that they go unto the 
priests.  But what united them was 
their health predicament.  All of them 
were “afar off.”  They were a 
dependent people, needing help 
outside themselves.  This is a clear 
portrayal of mankind today.  We, as 
sinners, are distant from the life of 
God (Eph.4:18). We are helpless, 
disabled by sin to know God.  
Religion does us no good; we need a 
spiritual relationship with a holy God.  
We are a needy people dependent on 
he lp  f rom Someone outs ide 
ourselves.   
 

THE LOOK 
 
Jesus looked at them (v.14) and had 
mercy.  Upon their obedience to His 
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instructions, they were healed.  We are 
a blessed people because, when we 
were far off (Eph.2:13), God in His 
kindness came to save us (Titus 3:3-5).   
Whether it be physical or spiritual 
needs, our Shepherd-God sees our 
needs and hears our cries.  Isaiah 59:1 
says, “Behold, the LORD'S hand is not 
shortened, that it cannot save; neither 
his ear heavy, that it cannot hear.”   
 
Jesus saw the need of Peter’s mother 
and met it (Matt.8:14);  He saw a 
blood-diseased woman and healed her 
(Matt.9:22); He saw the physical 
condition of the son that was demon 
possessed and healed him (Mark 9:20);  
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the Lord performed a miracle when he 
saw the faith of a man’s friends (Luke 
5:20);  our Shepherd saw the need of a 
blind man and gave him sight (John 
9:1).   Mercy flows from the eyes of the 
Lord.  “The eyes of the LORD are 
upon the righteous, and his ears are 
open unto their cry.  The righteous cry, 
and the LORD heareth, and delivereth 
t h e m  o u t  o f  a l l  t h e i r 
troubles” (Ps.34:15,17). 
 

 
THE LESSONS 

 
What a selfish and sad picture 
ungratefulness is.  Here we have nine 
who are miraculously and mercifully 
healed but who offer no thanks or 
praise!  Only one, an outcast, gave 
glory to God.  Now healed, these all 
could be readmitted to society and the 
s a n c t u a r y ,  y e t  t h e y  w e r e 
unappreciative of God’s grace.  The 
commonness of their disease was 
equalled with the commonness of their 
ingratitude.   
 
These nine were indifferent to the 
Divine intervention in their lives.  One 
was prompt, humble, and earnest in his 
thankfulness;  the others were 
thoughtless. This one stood and cried 
for help and went to his knees when he 
received mercy.  The nine went away 
silently; the one cries out with a loud 
voice glorifying God.  The nine went 
away physically healed; the one went 
away whole, physically and spiritually.  
 
We deserve nothing but possess a God 
who blesses us with overflow and 
excess.  For each and every act of 
mercy, for each and every meal; from 
our salvation to our daily spiritual 
sustenance; from His presence in every 
trial and tragedy to His power in every 
miracle and moment; let us praise and 
glorify Him. Let’s make every day a 
time of Thanksgiving!  We are a 
blessed people!  Are we thankful? 
. 

(Continued from page 1) 
.GOOD TIDINGS 

 
Preachers Galore!   

 
This past month, we were blessed 
with soul stirring sermons by Blair 
Cassidy, Missionaries Dennis Seely 
and Mark Alcock, and Frank Baccari. 
David Kapauan is scheduled for 
Sunday evening, October 5th. 
 

The Seelys  
 
It was great to see Missionary Pastor 
Dennis Seely, Vickie and the boys! 
They were with us for one Sunday 
and two Wednesday evenings. We 
surely miss this wonderful family. For 
over ten years, they faithfully served 
the Lord and us. 

17th Anniversary Service 
 
On Sunday, September 14th, we 
celebrated our 17th anniversary with 
a record attendance of 280. So many 
played a part in making this a 
memorable day. To God be the 
glory! 
 

2008 Debt Reduction:  
Goal - $39,000 

 
Over $10,000 has been sacrificially 
given toward this project so far but 
we’re running out of time.  Keep 
praying and giving. Thank you for 
your sacrifices. 

YOUTH 
CORNER 
Pastor James Hird 

 
Courting Considerations 

Psalm 37:3-4 
 
As a young person today, your heart 
may be overflowing with the desire to 
spend time with that cute guy or girl 
that you see across the room at school.  
The Bible is clear in some different 
thoughts that may affect your 
relationship with another person.  
David writes in Psalm 37:3-4, “Trust in 
the LORD, and do good; so shalt thou 
dwell in the land, and verily thou shalt 
be fed.  Delight thyself also in the 
LORD; and he shall give thee the 
desires of thine heart.”  The first 
consideration in a relationship with 
another should be your relationship 
with God. As a young person, you 
need to be seeking out His will.  That 
person that you see across the room 
may not have the same desire to serve 
the Lord wherever He will have you.  
Solomon, who enjoyed all the 
pleasures that this world had to offer, 
said this in Ecclesiastes 12:1, 
“Remember now thy Creator in the 
days of thy youth, while the evil days 
come not, nor the years draw nigh, 
when thou shalt say, I have no 
pleasure in them.”  The pleasures of 
today are fleeting, but doing what God 
wants will last forever. 
 
Another consideration in your dating 
life should be what your parents 
require.  Each parent may have a 
different standard of when you are 
allowed to start dating and what things 
you can do on a date.  Solomon 
explained it to his children this way in 
Proverbs 6:20-24, “My son, keep thy 
father's commandment, and forsake 
not the law of thy mother: Bind them 
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Would you like to share your testimony? 
Do you have a  special story, event, 

prayer request or any other information 
you would like to share with your church 

family? 
Please contact us at the church office by 

phone or email. 

 

Our Schedule of Services 
 

MINISTRIES ON SUNDAY 
Sunday School  
             for all ages 10:00 am 
Morning Worship  11:00 am 
Evening Service      6:00 pm 

We have fully staffed and supervised 
nurseries at all services. 

 
MINISTRIES ON WEDNESDAY 

Bible Study and  
    Prayer Meeting    7:00 pm 

We are an Independent Fundamental 
Baptist Church, located in the heart of 

Woodbridge, Ontario, Canada. The 
Church is located 10 minutes north of 
Metropolitan Toronto and 20 minutes 
from Toronto Pearson International 

Airport, and only a 40 minute drive from 
downtown Toronto. 

 

William E. Adams, D.Min.,  
Senior Pastor 

James Hird, B.Th.,  
Youth Pastor 

they may seem to be grouchy old 
people who have no idea what your 
life is like, but they were once your age 
and truly do know all the things that 
you are going through. 
 
There is one final consideration that 
you must think of when you 
contemplate dating another person.  
You need to ask yourself this question, 
“Could I marry this person?”  This 
thought may not even enter your head 
as you wink at the other person, but it 
is a hefty thing to think about.  Paul 
tells us in II Corinthians 6:14-15, “Be 
ye not unequally yoked together with 
unbelievers: for what fellowship hath 
righteousness with unrighteousness? 
And what communion hath light with 
darkness? And what concord hath 
Christ with Belial? Or what part hath 
he that believeth with an infidel?”  This 
is a huge thing, because if you marry 
the wrong person, then you will be out 
of God’s will.  If you marry the wrong 
person, then possibly you could be 
disobeying your parents.  Do not fool 
yourself into believing that you are only 
dating, for dating may eventually lead 
to a more serious thing, that being 
marriage.  There are many examples in 
the Bible of people who did not marry 
right.  The Israelites were the worst 
offenders.  God clearly told them that 
marriage to the wrong people would 
bring sin into their lives, and it did.  In 
Judges 3:6-7, you see this.  It says, 
“And they took their daughters to be 
their wives, and gave their daughters 
to their sons, and served their gods. 
And the children of Israel did evil in 
the sight of the LORD, and forgat the 
LORD their God, and served Baalim 
and the groves.”  In this case, you see 
that it brought the sin of idolatry, but 
marrying the wrong person could bring 
you into many other sins beside this.  
As you begin to look for a mate, take 
these different courting considerations 
and use them to judge your actions. 

continually upon thine heart, and tie 
them about thy neck. When thou 
goest, it shall lead thee; when thou 
sleepest, it shall keep thee; and when 
thou awakest, it shall talk with thee. 
For the commandment is a lamp; and 
the law is light; and reproofs of 
instruction are the way of life: To keep 
thee from the evil woman, from the 
flattery of the tongue of a strange 
woman.”  Your parents may or may 
not have laid out guidelines for you in 
dating, but when the time comes and 
you think that you have found that 
special someone, you need to heed the 
advice of your parents.  Remember, 
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Youth Corner continued... 

Men and Women’s  
Bible Studies 

Wednesday, October 8th  
in the evening 

 
Singspiration! 

Sunday, October 12th 
in the evening 

Come and pick your  
favourite hymns. Come with a 

heart overflowing with 
“thanksgiving” testimonies.  
We will open with the Lord’s 
Supper. There will be a food  

fellowship following the  
singspiration service. 

 
Missions Conference 
Sunday, October 19th 

with Pastor Denis Celestine from 
Guyana, West Indies 

 
Children’s Harvest Party 

Saturday, October 25th 
 

Teen Fellowship 
Saturday, November 1st 
at Pastor Adam’s house 


