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As you read the 
New Testament, 
it is clear that 
God intended 
Christians to be 
associated with 
a local church 

assembly (Acts 2:41-47; Hebrews 
10:24-25).   
 
In this current age of grace, the church 
is God’s unique creation to fulfill His 
purposes.  So much of what God 
desires to accomplish is associated 
exclusively with the church. To the 
church, He gave authority to baptize 
(Matthew 28:19; Acts 2:41) and to 
discipline (Matthew 18:15-17); He gave 
it pastors (Ephesians 4:11-12) and 
deacons (1 Timothy 3:8-13); He 
directed that offerings were to come 
into the church (1 Corinthians 16:1-2), 
missionaries were to be sent out of the 
church (Acts 14:24-28; Philippians 
4:15-19), and widows indeed were to 
be supported by the church (1 Timothy 
5:9-10); and He commanded that at 
church assemblies, they remember 
Christ’s work on the cross (1 
Corinthians 11:20-25). 
 
We live in a day when many, even 
some Christians, consider the church 
obsolete, archaic, and unimportant.  
Church attendance in Canada is at an 
all-time low.  Because of this, many 
churches have cancelled their Sunday 
night and Wednesday night services. To 
make the church more attractive and 
acceptable to people, many have 
replaced sacred music with “Christian” 
rock bands. Vance Havner stated, “Too 
many churches are running a showboat 
instead of a lifeboat; there are 
performers instead of  preachers.”  
Oswald Sanders said, “We used to 
think that the chief end of man was to 
glorify God.  Now we say, the chief end 
of God is to gratify man.” 
 
Jesus said: “I will build my church; and 
the gates of hell shall not prevail 
against it” (Matthew 16:18).  Christ will 

build His church with faithful followers 
and workers. Among the enemies to 
Christ’s church is the Devil.  He is real 
and so is Hell. Consider for a 
moment, “The Gates Of Hell.”   
 

Their Actuality 
 
I believe the gates of Hell are real, 
literal gates.  Other gates mentioned 
in the Bible are real and there is no 
reason not to consider Hell with literal 
ones ( the tabernacle gates:1 
Chron.9:19; the temple gates:1 
Chron.22:3; the gates of Jerusalem: 
Jere.1:15; the new Jerusalem gates: 
Rev. 21:25).  One day, the unsaved 
will appear at these gates.  What a 
horrifying event! 
 

Their Arrangement 
 
The gates are always open.  Isaiah 
5:14 says, “Hell hath enlarged herself, 
and opened her mouth without 
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measure.”  Solomon says, “Hell and 
destruction are never full” (Proverbs 
27:20).  Some businesses close on 
certain days.  But there is no holiday 
from Hell.  Hell’s gates are open 24/7.  
And the Devil always has room for 
more. 
 
The gates also hinge only one way – in.  
Once you’re in, you can’t get out!  
There is no exit or escape.  In Luke 16, 
a certain rich man died and went to 
Hell and Abraham said to him: 
“Between us and you there is a great 
gulf fixed: so that they which would 
pass from hence to you cannot; neither 
can they pass to us, that would come 

(Continued on page 2) 

“Which hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and stedfast…” Hebrews 6:19 
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from thence.”   
 

Their Inability 
 
In the end, though the gates of Hell are 
formidable, they will not prevail.  They 
are powerless against Christ’s church.  
They are inadequate and unable to 
withstand the Divine forces behind the 
church.  Christ is greater than Satan 
(1 John 4:4); love is greater than fear 
(1 John 4:18); grace is greater than sin 
(Romans 5:20). 
 
The gates of Hell stand in opposition to 
the church.  Every soul in Hell is one 
less in Heaven.  There is a battle going 
on for the souls of mankind – Jesus is 
trying to build His church, while Satan 
is trying to build Hell.  Psalm 9:17 says, 
“The wicked shall be turned into hell, 
and all the nations that forget God.”  
Curtis Hudson said, “Christ tries to put 
His church in the world; the Devil tries 
to put the world in the church”.   
 
Don’t let Satan prevail against you.  
Don’t let him divert and distract you 
from God’s purposes.  On the same 
site where Christ places a cornerstone, 
the Devil puts a stumbling block.  I 
once read where lawmakers in Virginia 
made it a law in 1610 that prescribed 
the death penalty for people who failed 
to attend church three consecutive 
Sundays!  
 
Jesus said to the servant in Luke 
14:23, “Go out into the highways and 
hedges, and compel them to come in, 
that my house may be filled.”  Help 
Christ build His church  Let’s go and 
tell and compel others to come to 
Christ’s church.  The foes to the church 
are fierce, furious, and formidable.  Are 
you friend or foe? 
 
What a contrast: the gates of Hell and 
the doors of the church.  Both are real 
and literal.  Like Hell, the doors of the 
church are always open – anyone, 
anytime, can come in.  But unlike Hell, 

(Continued from page 1) the doors of the church are hinged 
both ways.  You can come in and go 
out.  Wendell Phillips said, “church 
members are either pillars or 
caterpillars: the pillars hold up the 
church; the caterpillars just crawl in 
and out.”  The gates of Hell must be 
a ghastly and dreadful site seen too 
late.  They will fail while the doors of 
the church will prevail.  Come in the 
doors of the church: they lead to a 
place of prayer, peace, and purpose 
to life. 

.GOOD TIDINGS 
 

Friend Day   
 
On Sunday, July 13th, we enjoyed a 
great crowd, a convicting message 
from the Word of God, excellent 
fellowship, perfect weather and good 
food!  Yetunde hosted a fulfilling 
lunch for all present. 
 

Gabriel’s Baby Shower  
 
The ladies celebrated the birth of 
Gabriel Ocampo after the morning 
service on July 20th.  It was a time of 
rejoicing together of God’s gift to 
Jennie and Alex. 
 

Preacher For A Day 
 
Pastor Hird preached for us on 
Sunday evening, July 13th  and 
Brother David Kapauan  preached on 
Sunday evening, July 20th.  Thank 
the Lord for these men and the 
powerful messages they challenged 
us with. 
 

2008 Debt Reduction:  
Goal - $39,000 

 
Over $8,000 has been sacrificially 
given toward this project so far.  Keep 
praying and giving!! 

YOUTH 
CORNER 
Pastor James Hird 

 
The Humility of Joseph 

Genesis 37:5-8 
 
Last month we looked at the pride of 
the prince of Tyre.  This month I would 
like to focus on Joseph.   
 
Joseph learned at a young age that 
pride would not take him where he 
wanted.  We see the life Joseph 
beginning with his family perceiving 
him as being a proud young man.  
Joseph had two dreams in which his 
family worshipped him.  When he told 
his brothers and his father, they saw 
this as pride exhibiting itself.  Jacob 
rebuked Joseph for this pride (verse 
ten).  Joseph’s brothers envied him 
because of these dreams.  Joseph’s life 
would now take a turn for the worse.  
He would go from favoured son to a 
feeble slave.  Joseph’s brothers threw 
him in pit.  He was then pulled out of 
the pit and sold into slavery in Egypt.  
Once there, Joseph was purchased by 
Potiphar.  Here we see Joseph 
displaying his humility.  He went into 
Potiphar’s house and was subject to all 
that he was asked.  Genesis 39:5 says, 
“And it came to pass from the time 
that he had made him overseer in his 
house, and over all that he had, that 
the LORD blessed the Egyptian’s 
house for Joseph’s sake; and the 
blessing of the LORD was upon all 
that he had in the house, and in the 
field.”   
 
Because Joseph chose to accept the 
situation that God had placed him in, 
God blessed him wherever he was.  
God was not finished testing Joseph’s 
humility.  Potiphar’s wife tries to entice 
Joseph into sin, and when he refuses, 

(Continued on page 4) 
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On July 13th we enjoyed a great crowd, a convicting message from the Word of God, excellent fellowship, perfect 
weather and good food! Thank you to all who contributed and Yetunde who hosted a fulfilling lunch for all present. 
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Would you like to share your testimony? 
Do you have a  special story, event, 

prayer request or any other information 
you would like to share with your church 

family? 
Please contact us at the church office by 

phone or email. 

 

Our Schedule of Services 
 

MINISTRIES ON SUNDAY 
Sunday School  
             for all ages 10:00 am 
Morning Worship  11:00 am 
Evening Service      6:00 pm 

We have fully staffed and supervised 
nurseries at all services. 

 
MINISTRIES ON WEDNESDAY 

Bible Study and  
    Prayer Meeting    7:00 pm 

We are an Independent Fundamental 
Baptist Church, located in the heart of 

Woodbridge, Ontario, Canada. The 
Church is located 10 minutes north of 
Metropolitan Toronto and 20 minutes 
from Toronto Pearson International 

Airport, and only a 40 minute drive from 
downtown Toronto. 

 

William E. Adams, D.Min.,  
Senior Pastor 

James Hird, B.Th.,  
Youth Pastor 

was to live and be released from 
prison.  The butler promised Joseph 
that he would speak to Pharoah about 
his situation, but the butler forgot all 
about Joseph.  Then Pharoah had a 
dream, and Joseph was called upon to 
interpret it.  With the interpretation, a 
new position opened in Egypt, one 
which God had planned to give 
Joseph.  Because of Joseph’s humility, 
God was able to place him in a position 
that he would be able to care for all of 
his family in a time of famine. 
  
Young people, we need to have the 
same understanding of God’s work in 
our lives.  We need to have humility.  
There are times in your lives that you 
will not understand the “why” or 
“what” your parents are asking of you, 
but you must be humble.  Moses told 
you that after honouring God, you 
need to “honour thy father and thy 
mother.”  It does not matter how they 
have lived their lives.  There are no 
conditions on this commandment.  Be 
humble and give your parents the 
honour that they deserve.  I Peter 5:5-
6 says, “Likewise, ye younger, submit 
yourselves unto the elder. Yea, all of 
you be subject one to another, and be 
clothed with humility: for God resisteth 
the proud, and giveth grace to the 
humble.  Humble yourselves therefore 
under the mighty hand of God, that he 
may exalt you in due time.”   
 
Just like Peter wrote, you need to 
humble yourselves before all men.  
Paul wrote in Philippians 2:3, “Let 
nothing be done through strife or 
vainglory; but in lowliness of mind let 
each esteem other better than 
themselves.”  If you take this verse and 
apply it to each action that you take, 
you will soon find yourself in the same 
place as Jesus.  He found “favour with 
both God and man.” (Luke 2:52)  In 
the end, your desire should be to be 
more like Christ so that others see Him 

she lies about him and has him sent to 
prison.  In prison, Joseph gains the 
approval of his captors, who give him 
control over all of the other prisoners.   
 
All through these different trials and 
tribulations, Joseph continued to show 
patience and humility.  He was patient 
in waiting for God to finish the plan 
that He had for Joseph, and he was 
humble dealing with every difficult 
situation that came his way.  Even 
while in prison, Joseph interpreted 
dreams for Pharoah’s butler and baker.  
The baker was to die, but the butler 

(Continued from page 2) 

Youth Corner continued... 

Sundae Night at 
Dairy Queen 

Sunday, August 3rd 
after the evening. 

 
Friend Day and BBQ 
Sunday, August 17th 
Baptismal service in 

the evening. 
 

Anniversary Service 
Sunday, September 

14th 
Praying and planning  

for 300! 
 

Missionary Pastor 
Dennis Seely 

Sunday, September 
21st 


