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In his second 
l e t t e r  t o 
Timothy, Paul is 
in his final lap (II 
Timothy 4:6-7). 
He's nearing the 
finish line. His 

course is coming to an end. Some of 
his last words to Timothy are: “Do thy 
diligence to come shortly unto me” (II 
Timothy 4:9).  Paul needed Timothy's 
companionship and care in these final 
days. I believe we are living in a day 
where we are surrounded with suffering 
people. In this month's column, I'd like 
to ask all of us a question, “Are You In 
A Hurry To Help?” 
 

A Duty 
 
Cain, the first son born on earth, asked 
G o d ,  “ A m  I  m y  b r o t h e r ' s 
keeper?” (Genesis 4:9). Yes, we are! 
We have a duty to help others in need. 
Job, in enduring the severest of trials, 
confronted his comforters: “I also could 
speak as ye do: if your soul were in my 
soul’s stead, I could heap up words 
against you, and shake mine head at 
you. But I would strengthen you with 
my mouth, and the moving of my lips 
should asswage your grief” (Job 16:4-
5). Jesus illustrated this duty in the 
parable of the good Samaritan which 
answered the question of who is my 
neighbour (Luke 10:29). The mercy 
(Luke 10:37) here was shown on one 
who was suf fer ing phys ica l ly , 
financially, emotionally, and socially. 
He was victimized, deserted, discarded, 
and left for dead. Two “religious” men 
abandoned him in his hour of need. 
They were probably in a hurry to get 
somewhere. To them, this was not 
deemed to be a duty but a disruption to 
their day. 
 

A Diligence 
 
Paul implored Timothy to use diligence 
to get to him. The word “diligence” 

means to make haste, to exert 
oneself, to do one's best. The verb is 
an imperative further emphasizing the 
urgency of Paul's need to have 
Timothy visit him. Paul told him to 
“do thy diligence.” Over thirty times 
in his letters to Timothy, Paul stresses 
Timothy's personal responsibility to do 
something (thy, thee, thou). If 
Timothy was going to get to Paul, it 
was up to him to make the effort. He 
needed to exert himself, to do the 
best he could. As we encounter the 
needy in our journey, we need to do 
it with diligence, not dragging our feet. 
God help us to do our best, quickly 
exerting ourselves to help others. 
 

A Deadline 
 
Paul told Timothy to come shortly (II 
Timothy 4:9) and then added: “do 
thy diligence to come before 
winter” (II Timothy 4:21). Somehow 
Paul understood that he would not 
make it to winter. If Timothy was 
going to help, he had to come quickly. 
Sadly, we can be delayed or be too 
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l a t e  t o  h e l p 
others. There is 
usually a window 
of opportunity for 
us to do our duty. 
Suddenly, the 
window closes. 

My next door neighbour for most of 
my years here in Canada came down 
with cancer unexpectedly.  I had 
witnessed to him on a number of 
occasions, but he had spurned and 
snubbed the gospel.  As I heard of his 
condition worsening, I can remember 
thinking that I should visit him soon.  I 
went to the hospital and spoke gently 
but urgently to him of his need for the 
Lord.  By God's grace and mercy, he 
accepted the Lord.  He died the next 
day.  This was one of those times that 
I am thankful I did not delay.  It will 
be our diligence, that personal 
pressing and pushing of ourselves, 
that will cause us to meet the 
deadlines.   
 
Paul had been abandoned by many, 
including his close co-worker Demas; 
only Dr. Luke is with him (II Timothy 
4:10-11).  But in these days, Paul 
needed more than a doctor, he 
needed his son in the faith by his side.  
Paul had been a fighter and a finisher, 
he had braved the storms, and cared 

(Continued on page 2) 

“Which hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and stedfast…” Hebrews 6:19 

Our marriage enrichment seminar was a blast (we learned a lot too!). Thir-
teen couples attended and the pizza and sweets made it a truly Baptist event! 
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for the churches, but now this grace-
driven disciple needed care, comfort, 
and companionship. The suffering live 
and work around us.  Some are 
brethren, some are not.  But they suffer 
and hurt and have needs.  Sadly, we 
don't know if Timothy got to Paul in 
time.  But, more importantly, will you 
get to your “Pauls” in time?  Are you in 
a hurry to help? 
. 

GOOD TIDINGS 
 

GAME NIGHT 
 
On Friday evening, January 25th, we 
had another family game night at the 
church. There were a variety of games 
for the children and adults. From ping 
pong bat mitten to killer eye to story 
telling, we laughed and enjoyed an 
evening of family fun and fellowship! 
 

ANNUAL CHURCH 
BUSINESS MEETING 

 
On Sunday evening, February 3rd, we 
held our annual meeting. We elected 
new church officers: 4 deacons and 6 
other positions were filled. Pastor 
discussed the praises, the problems, 
and the possibilities as we prepared for 
2008. With our morning attendance 
averaging 140 and our congregation 
numbering about 200, Pastor spoke of 
the many ministry and people needs 
that exist and that by God's grace we 
will meet the challenges ahead of us. 
 
MARRIAGE ENRICHMENT 

FELLOWSHIP 
 
On Saturday, February 9th, thirteen 
couples met for mutual encouragement 
and instruction. Pastor spoke on 
wounding a wife's spirit and we 
watched two videos on the importance 
of valuing and honouring our mates. 
Pastor Hird hosted his version of the 
newlywed game. We laughed and 

(Continued from page 1) learned much about each other! The 
pizza and desserts made it a truly 
Baptist event! 
 
BABY SHOWER FOR JEMA 

DELA CRUZ  
 
Following the morning service on 
Sunday February 10th, our ladies 
showered Jema with many gifts as we 
all celebrated the birth of little 
Michael. 

YOUTH 
CORNER 
Pastor James Hird 

 
Separation from the World 

 
Daniel 1:8 “But Daniel purposed in 
his heart that he would not defile 
himself with the portion of the king’s 
meat, nor with the wine which he 
drank: therefore he requested of the 
prince of the eunuchs that he might 
not defile himself.” 
 
Daniel shows for us here in this verse 
what it means to separate from the 
world.  He stands up and makes a 
decision for what is right.  He did not 
want to eat of the king’s meat or 
drink the king’s wine.  It was not what 
he should be doing and he knew it.  
He decided to separate himself from 
what was wrong.  Daniel shows us 
that as young people we need to 
have the same separation.  When 
friends ask us to listen to the wrong 
kind of music, we need to take a 
s tand and say  no.   When 
acquaintances ask us to drink or to 
do drugs, we know that we should 
say no.  However, there are other 
things that we should separate from 
in the world.  Our actions should 
separate us from the world.  Paul tells 
Titus in Titus 2:14, “Who gave 
himself for us, that he might redeem 

us from all iniquity, and purify unto 
himself a peculiar people, zealous of 
good works.”  Paul wants to make sure 
that Titus understood that God had 
selected him to be different from all 
other people.  Christ saved us to be 
zealous to good works.  God expects 
us to be different, not to just blend in 
with the rest of the world.  As soon as 
we start to do that, we have lost what 
sets up apart, or separates us.  If we are 
not careful with the language that we 
use, or the music that we listen to, or 
the people that we spend time with, 
then the world would never know that 
we are Christians.  I am not promoting 
lifestyle evangelism, but we need to 
show our love for Christ.  James said in 
James 2:17, “Even so faith, if it hath 
not works, is dead, being alone.”  We 
need to show others, like Daniel did, 
that we are willing to take a stand for 
what we believe in.  When we are 
willing to do that, we will truly be 
separated from the world and sanctified 
unto Christ. 

A Personal Testament 
Norbert & Lori Mayr 

 
Norbert's Testimony 

In 1980, I knew this woman named 
Martha who came into our restaurant 
all the time who got saved.  Her 
conversion was so amazing that I saw 
the difference right away.  Her whole 
demeanour and appearance had 
changed and when she witnessed to 
me about how Christ had saved her, I 
began to sense something happening in 
my heart. Shortly after this, around 
Christmas time, I was watching the 
“Greatest Story Ever Told” which is 
about the life of Jesus Christ.  When I 
saw Jesus hanging on the cross, 
something inside me just broke like a 
dam and I cried like a baby.  I realized 
that I was a sinner and my sins were 
the reason for Jesus dying on the cross. 
I went to a nearby Christian Church 
where the Word was preached with 
power and I was again deeply 
convicted of my sins. I went forward at 
the altar call, got on my knees, and 
gave my heart to the Lord. I had 
picked up some filthy habits over the 
years such as tobacco and alcohol use 
and the Lord took away the desire for 
these things, as well as other worldly 
habits, and I've never looked back 
since. 

(Continued on page 4) 
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Game Night and Marriage Enrichment Fellowship—some of us got confused which was which! But we had great fel-
lowship and fun in both. Congratulations again to Jema—the ladies “shower” celebrated the birth of little Michael.  

Can someone guess who/what they’re imitating?? 

The VBC Picture Gallery 
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Berean Bible Baptist Institute 

Sundays at 10am 
Course on Christian Counselling 

begins on Sunday, April 6th. 
 

Easter Services 
Sunday, March 23rd. 

 
Bible Conference 

April 7th-8th in Ajax, Ontario 
 

Bible Study and Prayer 
Wednesdays at 7pm. 

We continue to study the "The 
Book of Numbers: Living a Life 

that Counts". 

 

THE ANCHOR 
A Ministry of  

Vaughan Baptist Church  
8274 Islington Avenue 

Woodbridge, ON L4L 1W8 
(905) 851-7100 

Web: 
http://ca.geocities.com/

vaughan.baptist@rogers.com/ 
E-mail: 

vaughan.baptist@rogers.com 
 
 

Would you like to share your 
testimony? Do you have a  
special story, event, prayer 

request or any other information 
you would like to share with your 

church family? 
Please contact us at the church 

office by phone or email. 

 

Our Schedule of Services 
 

MINISTRIES ON SUNDAY 
Sunday School  
             for all ages 10:00 am 
Morning Worship  11:00 am 
Evening Service      6:00 pm 

We have fully staffed and supervised 
nurseries at all services. 

 
MINISTRIES ON WEDNESDAY 

Bible Study and  
    Prayer Meeting    7:00 pm 

We are an Independent 
Fundamental Baptist Church, 

located in the heart of 
Woodbridge, Ontario, Canada. 

The Church is located 10 
minutes north of Metropolitan 
Toronto and 20 minutes from 

Toronto Pearson International 
Airport, and only a 40 minute 
drive from downtown Toronto. 

William E. Adams, D.Min., 
Senior Pastor 

James Hird, B.Th.,  
Youth Pastor 

such an impact on me that I can recall 
thinking to myself that whatever it was 
she had in this Jesus she spoke of, I 
just had to have it. She literally radiated 
with the love of God.  When I read 
John 10:10 “The thief cometh not, but 
for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: 
I am come that they might have life, 
and that they might have it more 
abundantly.”, I knew that the devil 
wanted to destroy me and that Jesus 
wanted to save me. All I knew was that 
I had to have this full and abundant life 
in Christ. I trusted Him as my Lord and 
Saviour right there and then and was 
immediately filled with the Holy Spirit. 
The Lord took away all my sins and 
every desire for the old life. God has 
blessed me so much. The Lord brought 
Norbert and I together several years 
after we were saved and we can both 
say with confidence that our very worst 
day now is still a million times better 
than our very best day before we were 
saved. Praise God! 
 

Our Testimony 
Two years ago, the Lord led Lori and I 
to Vaughan Baptist Church where we 
have been richly blessed through the 
preaching, fellowship, and Christ 
honouring ministries in our church. Our 
prayer is that God will use us in a way 
to advance His Kingdom and glorify 
His name (after all, if God used a 
donkey to talk, surely He can use us.) 
May God give all of us a fresh vision of 
Himself and revive our hearts to love 
and serve Him faithfully until His 
return. 
 
In Christian Love, 
Norbert and Lori Mayr 

 
Lori's Testimony 

On January 25, 1990, I was born again 
by the grace of God. For most of my 
life, I had always desired to know God 
and to be closer to Him. I had learned 
about Jesus as a child in Sunday 
School, but nobody had ever told me 
that I could know Him personally as 
my Lord and Saviour. So I grew up 
living for the things of the world like 
going to parties, drinking, smoking, and 
having what I thought was a good time.  
Every once in a while my thoughts 
would turn to God, but I would just 
brush it off and continue in what I was 
doing.  By the time I was thirty, my life 
had spun out of control. I had become 
an alcoholic and was suffering from 
severe depression. I hated my life the 
way it was but I just couldn't seem to 
find a way out. So it was on this day, in 
the evening, that I found myself calling 
out to God to help me. I had been 
witness to the incredible changes that 
occur in a person's life after they have 
been saved. One girl in particular had 

(Continued from page 2) 

Testimony continued... 


